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Clause 1 put and passed.
Cilause 2: Seclion 6 amended-—

The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH: I am not
sure, but I think one honourable member
who is absent from the Chamber for only
a moment might want to say something
on this clause. I notice that he has now
re-entered the Chamber.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: I apolo-
gise, Mr. Deputy Chairman, but unfor-
tunately I was unexpectedly called out of
the Chamber. I am in full support of
this clause, but I was mainly concerned

about what the Bill does not contain ~

rather than the amendments which are
set out. However, I am afraid Standing
Orders will not permit me to discuss what
is not in the Bill

Nevertheless, I express disappointment
that the Builders’ Registration Act still
does not embrace the whole of the State.
Many who are engaged in the building
industry deeply regret that this is not so,
and therefore it is to be hoped that in
due course, during this session, the Min-
ister will be able to introduce another Bill
to cover all builders within the State, not
only for the benefit of the builders them-
selves, but also to protect their clients.

Clause put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reporied, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 8.35 p.nm.
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Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (27): ON NOTICE

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON AND

STEEL INDUSTRY

Part Ownership by a Private Company

L

Mr. HAWKE asked the Minlster for
Industrial Development:

(1) What stage has been reached in
the negotiations currently being
conducted to allow a private com-
pany to become part-owner of the
charcoal iron industry at Wun-
dowle?

Timber Mill: Sale, or Parinership
by ¢ Privaie Company

{2) Are such mnegotiations covering
also the timber mill which the
board of management of the in-
dustry operates at Wundowie?

t3) If not, are any separate negotia-
tions being carried out or inquiries
made to sell the timber mill to
private interests or to allow any
guch interests to take up a part-
nership in the timber mill with
the State?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) Negotiations have reached a stage
where a final decision is depend-
ent on several important matters
related to the future economics of
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the Industry and particularly
transport costs. 1t is premature
to say whether these outstanding
matters can be satisfactorily re-
solved.

(2} Yes, as an integral part of the in-
dustry.

(3) Answered by (2).

HOUSING IN ALBANY
P.M.G. Employees: Provision

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Housing:

In view of the answer given on
housing in the Albany areaz, on
the 2nd September, 1965—that the
Government would give considera-
tion to the deveiopment in the
Albany area—will he undertake to
make housing avallable for 30
P.M.G. families being transferred
to Albany on account of the
movement of the southern ad-
ministration section from Perth to
Albany and the commercial sec-
tion of the same branch from
Bunbury?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:

Not as a special scheme, but each
transferred employee whose in-
come does not exceed £1,570 per
annum, plus £25 per annum for
each child under 16 years, will be
able to apply for commission
housing upon an “await-turm”
basis.

ALBANY HARBOUR TUG
Subsidy for Board

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What amount of finance has heen
made available to the Albany Har-
bour Board by way of tug sub-
sidy?

(2) What amount of assistance was
made available to the Alhany Har-
hour Board by way of finance for
the years 1963, 1964, 1965, as tug
subsidy?

Usage of Tug by Vessels

{3) Are all ships entering the Albany
Harbour and desiring berthage
compelled to make full usage of
tug protection?

¢4) If che answer to (3) is “No,” what
shipping companies do not make
fu]l usage of tug power and pro-
tection?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Amoun{ made gvailable up to the
30th June, 1965—£44,683 0s. 8d.
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(2) Information available for finan-
cial years—
1962-1963—£12,246 10s. 2d.
1963-1964—£12,275 12s. 9d.
1964-1965—£12,920 0s. 7d.
(3) No.

(4) Generally, ships requiring berth-
age make use of the tug. The
ships of the Knutsen Line do not
make full use of the tug service
as ship masters of this line only
use the tug when they consider it
necessary by prevaiing condi-
tions,

This question was posiponed,

RAILWAYS DEPARTMENT
Paymenl to E. L. and B. D. Hovell

Mr, GAYFER asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Did the Railways Department pay
to E. L. & B. D. Hovell on the 3rd
February., 1965, an amouni of
£16 8s. 6d.?

What was this amount paid for?
How was the figure arrived at?

. COURT replied:

to (3) From the information given
no trace can be found of this pay-
ment, but it is being further re-
searched.

For the information of the hon-
ourable member I wish to add that
since this answer was prepared
a payment for the same amount
has been found, but for a different
name and date, and I will con-
fer with the honourable member
on the detalls.

YORK GAOL
Improvements
Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) What improvements are expected
to be made to the gagl in York?
(2) When are they likely to be
effected?
Mr. CRAIG replied:

(1Y and (2) Conslderation is belng
given to this matter, bearing Iin
mind the possibility that the needs
might be provided for at Northam.

This question was postponed.

2)
&3]

1

OLYMPIC SWIMMING POOL IN
FREMANTLE
Finance for Construction by Cily
Council
Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Is he aware of Fremantle City

Council’s current difficultlies in
endeavours fo raise finance for

10.
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the installation of an Olympic
swimming pool within counecil
boundaries?

Is he aware that such a pool—

(a) could be available to the
24,179 pupils of the 62 schools
mentioned in his reply to my
question 18 of the 23rd Sep-
tember;

would confer great benefit
upon our youth and future
citizens and enhance our
Australian reputation as a
producer of world swimming
champions?

(2)

(b)

Government Assistance

In view of the Government's elec-
tion policy promise to assist each
school to the extent of £1,000 for
the installation of a swimming
pool, will he prevail upon the
Government to provide £1,000 for
each of the 62 schools mentioned
in the question above with a view
to this total being used to assist
Fremantle City Council provide an
alternative to Beatty Park Olym-
pic Pool which is too remote
from the 24,179 children men-
tioned above?

LEWIS replied:
No.

{a) I am aware that such a claim
is made.

(b) I am aware that some ex-
agegerated statements have
been made in this regard.

No. The subsidy for school swim-

ming pools was not intended to

assist local authorities to provide
public pools.

3

Mr,
(1)
2)

(3)

This question was posiponed.

TWO PEOPLE BAY, ALBANY
National Park: Establishment

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Lands:

(1) Has the area which was set aslde
for a national park, Two People
Bay, Albany, been declared and
proclaimed as a national park;
and, if so when?

Fauna and Flora Reserve:
Establishment
Has the area set aside as protec-
tion for the noisy scrub bird st
Two People Bay heen declared and
proclaimed a fauna and flora re-
serve; if so, when?

CRAIG (for Mr. Bovell) replied;

and (2) It has been decided to
amalgamate all existing reserves
at Two People Bay to protect the

)

Mr.
(1)



1244

noisy scrub bird and to make one
reserve for the purpose of protec-
tion of flora and fauna.

Action is being considered +{o
determine townsite boundaries
before declaring the reserve.

WARREN-LEFROY WATER
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

Appointment and Report of
Investigations

11A. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister

for Water Supplies:

(1) Has he given sanction to a body
named the Warren-Lefroy Water
Conservation Committee to oper-
ate?

(2) When, how and why was the
above committee set up?

(3) Has he received any report from
the committee as a result of its
investigations?

Public's Interest: Preservation

(4) Is he satisfled that the public's in-
terest Is being preserved in the
area covered by the committee?

(5) If he is so satisfled that this is
being done, upon what data does
he base his conclusions?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) No, but a committee called the
Warren-Lefroy Advisory Commit-
tee has been appointed.

(2} This committee was appointed on
the 8th April, 1963, under the
Rights in Water and Irrigation
Act after consultation with the
Manjimup Shire Council, with re-
spect to local representation, and
was in response to requests from
that body and the Warren Water
Committee for assistance in con-
trol of the use of private irrlga-
tion water.

(3) Minutes of the meetings are re-
ceived and resolutions are submit-
ted for approval.

(4) Yes.

(5) The minutes and resolutions of
the committee, of which the Engi-
neer, Irrigation and Dreinage, is
chairman, indicate that it is
aware of the water supply prob-
lems and is taking reasonable
steps to protect the interests of
all parties.

WATER SUPPLIES AT PEMBERTON

Shortage

11BMr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister

for Water Supblies:

(1) Has there ever been a serious
shortage of water in the Pember-
ton area?

(2) When did this cccur, if any?

{ASSEMBELY.]

(3) Can he give the House the details
of the cause of this shortage?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) It has not been necessary to
ration the water supply of the
town of Pemberton in recent
years, but letters from the Man-
jimup Shire Council indicate that
it was perturbed that the increas-
ing use of water for private irri-
gation was causing problems.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1),

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES’ HOUSING

12,

13.

14.

AUTHORITY

Homes: Acquisition in Kalgoorlie

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Housing:

(1) Has the Government Employees’
Housing Authority acquired any
homes vet in EKalgoorlie?

(2) If so, how many and for what
departments are these intended?

(3) Does the authority intend to
acquire further or any houses
in Kalgoorlie during this calendar
year?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:

(1) and (2) The authority has taken
over from various departments 13
houses, but has not since it was
proctaimed on the 2nd August,
1965, purchased or called tenders
faor the building of additional
homes af Kalgoorlie.

(3) The authority is now reviewing
departmental requests and pros-
pects of acquiring satisfactory
housing at Kalgoorlie.

GOODS SHED AT KALGOORLIE

Resiting for Standard Gauge, and
Resumptions Involved

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Railways:
In connection with the resiting
of the goods shed in Kalgoorlie
to facilitate standard gauge op-
erations, is it intended that any
houses and land in Forrest Street,
Kszlgoorlie, will be resumed?

. COURT replied:

At this stage the standard gauge
detailed planning in Kalgoorlie is
not sufficiently advanced to en-
able an answer to be given {o this
question.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COUNSELLORS

Qualifications

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) What qualifications are required
of a person who sets himself up
as a public relations counsellor
for public consultations?
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(2) What authority prescribes and
enforces such qualifications?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) and (2) Not known.

COTTON AT GASCOYNE RESEARCH

STATION
Staple Lengths and Quality

15. Mr. NOCRTON asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) What were the staple lengths of
each variety of cotton grownm on
the Gascoyne Research Station
this year?

{2) What was the quality of the staple
of each variety of cotton szrown
on the Gascoyne Research Station

this year?
Mr., NALDER replied:
Inches
(1) Rex 1-5/32
Deltapine 1-1/16
Dunn 7 .. 1-3/32
Empire 289 ... 1-1/32
Acala 4-42 1-3/32
Acala 1517 1-1/8
Pima S.1. 1-5/32
Pima S.2, 1-3/186

(2) With such small samples as were

available from experimental gin-
nings it was not possible to have
grades assessed by visual com-
mercial method.
Measurement of fineness and fibre
strength will be obtained but it
will be some time before this de-
tajl will be ayailahle.

WATER SUPPLIES AND SEWERAGE

AT EXMOUTH
Charges

16. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) What will be the charge for water
per 1,000 gallons for domestic
purposes in respeet of houses
occupied by—

(a) Australian famllies; and
{b) American familles;
at Exmouth?

(2) What rate will be charged for
sewerage at Exmouth in respect
of houses owned or occupled by—

{a) Australian, and
{b) Americans?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Domestic water will be charged at
the hy-law price for both Austra-
Han and American families. For
each financial year the prices are

as follows:—
first 60,000 gallons at 2s. per
1,000
next 40,000 gallons at 2s. 6d.
per 1,000

over 100,000 gallons at 3s. per
1,000.

(2) The sewerage rate at Exmouth In
respect of houses owned or occu-
pied by both Australian and
American families has not been
struck, but is exXpected to be 3s.
in the pound on the estimated net
annual value of the property.

TAXI PLATES
Issue in Special Circumsiances

17. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Transpori:

As it was stated in the Daily News
on the 24th September, 1965 that
in special circumstances and for
a variety of reasons taxi plates
are sometimes issued other than
on a population quota basis as
provided for in the relative Act,
will he advise—

(1) on how many occasions such
plates were issued over the
past two years;

(2) to whom were they issued;

{(3) what were the *“special cir-
cumstances” in each case?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Nil. There is no provision in the
Taxi-Cars (Co-ordination and
Control} Act, 1963 for the Taxi
Control Board to issue any taxi
plates, in excess of the population
ratio of one taxi for every 700
persons within the metropolitan
area, to meet special circume-
stances. The issue made under
special circumstances as referred
to in the Daily News on the 24th
September, 1965 was prior to the
commencement of the Taxi-Cars
(go-ordination and Control) Act,
1963.

(2) and (2) Answered by (1).

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Racing: Publication of Horse Numbers
18. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Police:

(1} Are there any restrictions on or
difficulties associated with the
publishing by newspapers of
T.AB. numbers in connection
with fields of starters and results
of horse races in this State?

(2} If not, can an approach be made
to local newspapers to provide
this service for punters?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

{1) and (2) There are no restrictions
but some difficulties. However,
the matter will again be taken up
with the local newspapers.
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TEACHER TRAINING BURSARIES AT

19. Mr

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Refunds and Claims for Yearly
Allowance

. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Eduecation:

20. Mr

In the event of a student attend-
ing a private schogl who has been
granted a teacher training bur-
sary, being unable to continue
with such bursary under such
conditions which would require a
refund of moneys already received,
would he then be able to claim
retrospectively the £18 yearly
allowance recently provided for
under the amendment to the
Education Act?

. LEWIS replied:

Parents must make an applica~
tion for the tuition fee subsidy at
the beginning of each year. If
a bursar relinquished his bursary
during the first year he could
¢laim the subsidy in leu of the
bursary for that year. However,
if he relinquished his bursary in
its second year he would be able
to claim the subsidy with respect
to the second year hut, because of
administrative difficulties, it would
not be possible to make retrospec-
tive payment of the subsidy for
the first year,

VIRAL PNEUMONIA
Cases from 1962 to 1965

. KELLY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1)

2)

3

Mr
(1)

How many cases of viral pneu-
monia occurred in Western Aus-
tralia in the years 1962, 1863, 1964,
and 1965; and of these, how many
were fatal?

Deaths amongst Young Children
What number of deaths occurred
with children one to flve and flve
to ten years of age?

Researeh

Is any specialised research being
carried out in order to reduce or
eliminate this complaint among
young children; and, if so, what
stage has been reached?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(a) It is not practicable to indi-
cate precisely how many cases
of viral pneumonia occurred
in W.A in the years men-
tioned, hecause the term is
not a standard clinical diag-
nosis. It 1s, however, true
that pneumonia is an import-
ant problem in young child-
ren and that many cases of
childhood pneumonia arise

2)

(3)

from virus conditions such as
measles, Inflyenza, ang other
upper respiratory infections.
Viral pneumonia is not classi-
fied separately as a cause of
death.

(b)

(a) See (1) (b).
{b) Deaths from pneumonia (in-
cluding lobar pneumonia,

broncho-pneumonia, primary
atypical pneumonia and other
and unspecified pneumonia):

All ages—
1962—234.
1963-—211.
1964—235.
1965—Not yet available.
Under 5—
1962—41.
1963—41,
1964—28.
1965—Not yet avallable.
5-9 years—
1962—1
1963—Nil.
1964—3.
1965—Not vet available.
Special virus studies, designed to
clarify the causes of respiratory
infectlons in children, are heing
undertaken at the Princess Mar-
garet Hospital in collaboration
with the Public Health Labora-
torles.

RAILWAY FROM PERTH TO

21, Mr.

GERALDTON
Re-routing

GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Railways:

(o)

2)

Mr.

1)

2

Are there any plans or proposals,
either short term or long term, to
re-route the railway between
Perth and Geraldton, and with
particular reference to the Three
Springs locality?

If so, what are they, and what Is
the contemplated timetable of
alterations?

COURT replied:

No, other than some normal minor
track realignments,

Answered by (1),
SHIPPING

Commonwealth Line: Establishment

22. Mr.

FIETCHER asked the Premier:

(1) Is he aware—

(a) of the 5th October, 1965, The
West Australian comment:
“Dispute Threatens Meat Sales
to US."”;

(b} that overseas shipping com-
panles are demanding 10 per
cent. Increase In shipping
freights to U.S. markets as
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from the 1st November, 1965,
with prospects of further in-
creases early next year?

(2) Will he at the next Premiers' con-
ference urge all State Premiers to
prevail upon the Federal Govern-
ment to establish a Common-
wealth shipping line as an urgent
necessity to—

(a) counter the existing overseas
shipping line monopoly by
creating competition;

{b) ensure that farmers’ produce
is not priced off overseas

markets;

(c) assist the Western Australian
economy;

(d) assist Australia’s adverse

trade balance;

(e) assist to prevent economic
domination from an overseas
source?

Mr, BRAND replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The situation is being closely
observed and the Government will
take whatever action it considers
necessary at the appropriate time.

AGED PEOPLE AT MIDLAND
Homes: Establishment

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Medical Department con-
sidering any plans for setting up
homes for aged people adjacent
to the Swan Districts Hospital,

Midland ?
(2} At what stage, if any, is the pro-
posal?
Census

(3) Has a census of aged people it the
district been taken?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1} and (2). No; but the department
is already providing a hospital
service for aged people at this hos-
pital as would be the case with
other hospitals throughout the
State. With regard to homes for
the aged, I would refer the hon-
ourable member to my reply to
him on the 24th November, 1964,
on a similar question last session.
The situation therein stated still
applies.

(3) Not by the department,

MIDLAND RAILWAY COMPANY
PROPERTY
Midland.: Use

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) Has a decision been made as to
the use of property previously
used by Midland Railway Com-
pany in the town of Midland?
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(2) Will he set out the use to which
the property will he put?
West Midland: Availability for
Leasing
(3) Is any of the property available
for leasing near West Midland

station?
Mr. COURT replied:
(1> and (2)., The use of the land

acquired from Midland Railway
Company is under consideration.
Part has been allocated for the
rapid transit terminal.

(3) There could be some land made
available, depending on the re-
quirements of the applicants and
disgussions with the local auth-
ority.

RAILWAY STATION AT MIDLAND
Opening

25. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1> Has a date been fixed fer the
proposed opening of the new rail-
way station at Midland?

(2) If so. what is the date proposed?

Car Park:@ Capacity

(3) What number of cars will be
catered for at the new station?

Kiosks: Tenders
{4) Have tenders been accepted for
hiring the various kiosks?
(5) If not, when will tenders be let?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) to {(3) Building tenders will be
called in due course and a deci-
sion on construction and opening
dates will be made when tenders
are heing considered.

The present plan is parking for
a minimum of 160 and possibly
240 private vehicles initially.

(4) and (5) Tenders have not yet

been called.

BUILDING COSTS OF MAJOR WOREKS

Increases and Contributing Faclors

26. Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:

(1) How much have building costs, in
respeet of major works, gone up
in Western Australia in the last
six months?

(2) If any, what are the main factors
which have brought about this in-
crease?

Mr, COURT replied:

(1) and (2) It is impracticable to give
an answer which would suit all
major works because location,
nature, and a number of other
matiers have a bearing on cost
variations.
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27.

The formula used to calculate
rise-and-fall adjustments on some
major Government contracts
shows a 3.1 per cent. increase
during the six months' period fo
the 30th September, 1965.

Virtually all of the increases in
building costs in this case have
resulteq from wage rises.

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS BOARD
Establishment: Authority

Mr. GUTHRIE asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) Under what legal authority is the
Public Examinations Board estab-
lished?

Members: Appointment

Who are the members of the
Board?

Who appoints each of the mem-
bers of the board?

For what period is each member
appointed?

2)
3

“4)

Powers and Funclions

What are the powers and func-
tions of the board?

Are its decisions on policy mat-
ters subject to review or veto hy
any person or authority; and, if
so, by what person or authority?
Does the board possess the power
to abolish the Juhior and/or Leav-
ing Certiflcate examinations?

If the answer to (7) is “No,” who
has the power to abolish such
examinations?

. LEWIS replled:

Statute No. 15 promulgated under
the University of Western Aus-
tralla Act, 1911-1964,

Ex officio: Vice-Chancellor or his
nominee, Director-General of
Education or nominee, Professor
of Education.

Appointed: Seven members repre-
senting the University and nomi-
nated by the Professorial Board
and appointed by the Senate.
Five members representing the
Education Department and ap-
pointed by the Minister for Edu-
cation,

Three members representing sec-
ondary schools for boys and
elected by headmasters.

Three members representing sec-
ondary schools for girls and
elected by headmistresses,

See answer to (2).

Appointed members have three-
yvear terms.

(5)

(6)

N

8.9

1)

2)

&3]
4)
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(5) The conduct of school certificate
examinations and all matters re-
lated thereto.

(8) Yes, by the Senate of the Univer-
sity.

(7) No.

(8) The Senate; hut if this requires

amendment to a Statute, then the
Senate and Convocation, subject
to the approval of Executive
Council and the usual tabling.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
SCIENTOLOGY

Victorian Report, and Action against

Mr.

-

Perth Organisation

DAVIES asked the Premler:

In view of the fact that there is
a central organisation of sciento-
logy in Perth and, according to
Press reports a report tabled in
the Victoria Legislative Assembly
describes scientology and its tech-
niques as evil, will the Govern-
ment obtain a copy of the report
from the Victorian Parliament
with a view to investigating whe-
ther any action should be taken in
this State?

. BRAND replied:
I will have this matter examined.

ILLS (5): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill

(No. 2),

. Electoral Districts Act Amendment

Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
Court (Minister for Industrial De-
velopment), and read a first time.

. Education Act Amendment Bill (No.
2)

Bill 'mtroduced, on motion by Mr.
Lewis (Minister for Education}, and
read a first time,

Vermin Act Amendment Bill,

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Nalder (Minister for Agriculture),
and read a first time,

. Electoral Act Amendment Bill (No, 2),

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Toms, and read a first time,

CATTLE INDUSTRY
COMPENSATION BILL

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

Nalder

(Minister for Agriculture}, and

transmitted to the Council.
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading

MR, NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [4.54 p.m.)l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [4.55 p.m.i:
I have been somewhat late in entering
into controversy with the Minister, but
feel T must do so because of the remarks
he made last night, Perhaps it would have
been wiser if his stay overseas had been
for a week longer,

Parliament House has a standing order
with suppliers of fruit, and the under-
standing is that we are to be supplied with
the best quality available. The metchants
from whom we obtain the fruit are reason-
able and do supply the best they can
possibly obtain. Members have eaten these
apples and know the quality of them.
Some have been very immature; some
have heen overripe and soggy at the core;
and others have had burns on them in-
flicted by had cold storage.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Qrder!
Is the honourable member relating his
remarks to the Agricultural Products Act?

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes. It deals with this
subject,

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): We are
now dealing with the Fruit Cases Act
Amendment Bill.

Mr. JAMIESON: No; we are dealing with
the.; Agricultural Products Act Amendment
Bill.

The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman):
sorry. That is correct.

Mr, JAMIESON: I feel that the Minjster,
by praclaiming that he was quite satisfied
with the quality of the products available
to the public now, did the public a great
disservice. Members know this, because
they have sampled the fruit.

Today, from the supplies we have
here, I selected some fruit which I
have here to show memhbers. This par-
ticwlar apple I have in my hand has
obviously heen burnt by bad cool storage.
Herz is another one which is obviously
immature.

A member interjected.

Mr. JAMIESON: I am not allowed to
throw things in the House. It is against
the rules. Obviously this apple is im-
mature. When an apple is mature the
remains of the flower dry off at the top
and tie greenness is lost. When it is
immature it is still quite pliable and the
skin is green, as is the rest of the apple.
I remind members that these apples were
in a mixed case and were supposed to be
of first-class quality.

(47)

I am
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Here is another one, and I am not too
sure of the reasun for its appearance. It
has a litle sun blemish, is immature, and
is a little burnt from the freezar as well.
This particular one is fairly mativre, but
it has been blemished and knockel about
a little bit. This other one is als> blem-
ished because of bad storage. No doubt
we could find many more in this condition.
I repeat that this is fruit from cur own
pantry, and we have requested first-class-
quality fruit.

It is true that today, of all days, I had
to forage through about a quarter of a
case, at the most, to select these samples.
No-one would accuse the staff here of
being so silly as to put the worst apples
on display, and yet this is the fruit that
appears on the table. I draw the attention
of members to the fact that for about the
iast six weeks the fruit has been like this.
We are getting a bit away from the apple-
picking season, I khow, and we cannot ex-
pect apples to be of the same quality as
that which obtained earlier in the year.

It is a fact, however, that many good
apples have been left on the trees, or
have fallen off because they have not been
wanted. If members had taken a run
into the hills a few weeks ago they would
have seen the apples on the tress and
would know that what I say is true.

Mr. Kelly: Many more were dumped
as well.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is true. No
doubt in your territory, Mr. Speaker,
apples far better than some of these I
have shown, and probkably moere mature,
would have been fed to the pigs or cattle,
or would have been got rid of in some
other way,

Mr. Fletcher: We are getting them.
What about the public?

Mr. JAMIESON: The public are getiing
them, too, because they are buying them
for home consumption from the fruiterers.
I have bought some ahd they have been
of a similar quality; and they are a high
price. Irrespective of the price, the quality
should be protected beeause of the sbund-
ance of apples which it is possible to
grow in this State.

As we are getting this sort of apple, 1
am wondering whether some of them are
not getting through in the overseas sup-
plies; because, if so, we could be damag-
ing ourselves very badly. I believe there
is no need at all for growers to sell im-
mature apples. If the apples are over-
ripe, of course the situation is worse. The
fruit growers have enough knowledge to
pick the apples in such a way that the
quality is even all the way through. But
they have not bheen doing this in the
past.

This seems to be peculiar to this type
of fruit; because members know what
happens if an orange with a blemish on
it gets into a case. Before long such an
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orange, even if it has only a small bruise
on it, will go bad; and, of course, pears
are even worse because they do not last
very long.

Because apples will last a long while In
storage, there seems to be a temptation
on the part of those responsible not to
be as selective as they should be, and not
to grade them in the way it is desired
or suggested they should be graded under
this Act.

T suggest that all is not well with the
promotion of apple sales to the consumers
in this State, and more attention should
be given by those people who are respon-
sible for supplying apples to the metro-
politan area, and indeed to all consumers,
than they have given in the past,

I would hate to think that the Minister
was getting away with the statement he
made last night: that, in the main, every-
body seemed quite satisfied now., That is
not the case at all. Right before cur very
noses we have an instance of what Is
occurring; and those members who dine
regularly at Parliament House must agree
that we get one apple that is immature,
one that is overripe, and then one that is
quite all right. Then we get some with
burn marks on them.

The other day the member for Bal-
catta cut one into pieces and it had freckle
marks on it. He got practically no fruit
at all from it by the time he had finished
with it; but he can tell his own story.

Fer the Minister to imply that we get
a good class of product—far better than
befare—is not right, and I think the re-
marks I have made are quite justified.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [5.2 pm.]:
Because of the importance of this industry
to the south-west of the State, and be-
cause of the near catastrophic conditions
that obtained in the industry after the
last harvest, I am constrained to speak
once more on this Bill,

Under the Ac¢t a committee called the
Apple Sales Advisory Committee was set
up to do certain things. I am not satis-
fied, and have never been satisfied, that
those certain things have, in fact, been
done. I mentioned this matter once he-
fore in the House, and as a result I received
a communication from the chairman of
the committee telling me that certain
things had been done and telling me
certain things that the committee was em-
powered {o do.

If there is one important thing that this
committee should do, or attempt to do, it
is to assess the quantity of apples which
will be produced in this State so that prior
arrangements can be made to ship them
overseas. I am not alone in beipng con-
cerned about this matter because, as the
Minister should know-—if he does not know
he probably was out of the State at the
time—a report was made by the Austra-
lian Apple and Pear Board emphasising
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the need for the utmost accuracy—not
just an approximation—in assessing or
forecasting the export crops.

If this i{s not done, the industry is sad-
dled with increased expenses through hav-
ing to make last-minute arrangements for
shipping space. This means increased
freight costs and decreased returns to the
Erowers,

I am surprised that more members on
the Gavernment side who represent apple
growers have not, in the interests of their
own people, krought these facts before the
Government. It is because I am con-
cerned about these things and because
the apple growers in my district are con-
cerned that I rise once more io bring these
matters to the attention of the Minister
and the House.

It may be said: What can we do by talk-
ing in the House? The last time I spoke, the
committee was apparently so concerned
that it sent me a full report of what took
place in 1963, I would be interested to
know whether, since then, the Minister has
had any further reports or information.
If he has, can the information be made
available to me or to the House?

The committee was also set up to in-
vestigate and assess the demand for apples
for consumption within this State: and
also to prescribe the grades and quality of
apples t0 bhe consumed within the State,
I want to say again, for emphasis,
that because of the extremely large
crop of apples in the last season
there was no need for immature or in-
ferior apples to be unloaded on to the pub-
lic. If the growers themselves will not
protect their own interests, then this com-
mittee should have more power and should
be given more funds so that more inspec-
tors could be employed to see that the
growers do not have the opportunity of
unloading inferior fruit on the public.

We heard the Budget speech. and we
know we are going to spend more money
on policing the crayfishing industry; more
funds will be made available for more effi-
cient and continuous inspectors of that
industry. I think our apple-growing in-
dustry is just as important to the State
as the crayfishing industry, and it
should have an equal call upon the public
funds. If the fruit-growing trust fund has
not been able to finance the employment
of further inspectors, then the Minister
should approach the Treasurer for extra
funds for that purpose. This will un-
doubtedly be in the best interests of the
apple growers themselves and of the
public. If we continue to unload inferior
goods upon the public, they will spend
their money elsewhere and cease to buy
those inferior commodities.

Another thing I would like to bring to
the Minister’s attention is that he is em-
powered by this Act to exercise or perform
such other powers and duties as he may
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consider necessary or advisable relating
to the better marketing of apples. The
Minister said that the Fruit-Growers' As-
sociation is satisfied with things as they
are; and, as & result, wanis a continua-
tion of the legislation.

I would_ not say that the growers in my
area, or In yours, Mr. Speaker, are per-
fectly satisfied. They are not satisfied that
the industry is being proiected in the best
possible way. Because of that they are
giving a lot of attention to setting up a
marketing board similar to other produc-
tion and marketing boards in the State.

I point out o the Minister that if he
gets past the executive of the Fruit
Growers' Association and deals with the
individual members of the association—the
growers themselves--he will find they are
very much in favour of having a market-
ing board set up which will not only take
care of the sale of apples but will also take
care of the production of apples.

I say that because, had it not been for
the partial failure of the Tasmanian apple
crop last season, the apple growers of
Western Australia would have heen badly
hit to leg, to use the vernacular. It was
only because of the partial failure of the
Tasmanian crop, and the failure of the
apple growers {o meet their export com-
mitments, that Western Australia was able
to export the greater part of its apple
crop. Last year we exported 1,400,000
bushel cases of apples, which was a con-
siderable increase on the previous year.
If my memory serves me aright the export
figure for last year was almost double that
of the previous year.

I would like the Minister to take into
consideration the points I have put before
him: that it does not appear as if this
committee or its inspectors are working as
efficiently as they should—and that could
be because there are not enough inspectors
to cover the districts efficiently; and that
the grades of apples which are getting past
the inspectors are, under the circum-
stances, not fit to be on the market. There
is no excuse whatsoever for inferior fruit
to be on the market when we are destroy-
ing hundreds of tons of fruit—apples. es-
pecially. In those circumstances there is
no excuse whatsoever for the public being
called upon to eat inferior apples.

I would also like to raise for the Mini-
ster's consideration the need for legislation
to set up a better scheme for the assess-
ment of the probable crop with a view to
regulating that crop fccording to the ex-
port market needs and the market needs
within the State.

If these things are done, not only will
the apple growers benefit, but so will the
whole of Western Australia.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council,
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FRUIT CASES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

Nalder (Minister for Agriculture), and
transmitted to the Council.

FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT EILL

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr. Nalder {Minister for Agri-
culture), read a first time.

BILLS (4): RETURNED

1. Local Government Act Amendment
Bill,

2, Plant Diseases Act Amendment Bill
3. Registration of Births, Deaths and
Marriages Act Amendment Bill.

4, Jetties Act Amendment Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment,

CONDITIONAL PURCHASE LAND
AND SALE OF LEASES
Inquiry by Select Committee: Motion

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) (5.15 pm.l:
I move—

That a Select Committee be ap-
pointed to inquire into and report
on—

{1) the allocation of conditional
purchase land, iits develop-
ment, and the sale of leases
prior to the issuance of &
Crown grant for such land,
and any other relevant mat-
ters which the committee may
consider necessary, and

(2) to examine the relevant Acts
and regulations appertaining
to the granting of leases, in-
cluding pastoral leases, the
development and sale of con-
ditional purchase land, and
make such recommendations
as are considered in the in-
terest and development of the
State and the administration
of the Act.

Over the past few years we have heard
constantly of the large areas of land be-
ing made available by this Government
under conditional purchase conditions. In
fact, it is freely stated that over 1,000,000
acres are allocated each year in this way,
and this statement is substantiated by
figures which were given to me yesterday
in answer to a question I asked on this
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subject. I asked what was the total al-
location of conditional purchase land for
the years 1962, 1963, and 1964; and the
total allocation for those years was
3,324,454 acres, which were allocated to
1,780 applicants; and included in that
number were 273 absentee owners.

I do not know whether these people
were allocated land under section 47 or
section 49 of the Act, but T take it the
allocations were made under section 47,
which requires the owners to take up
residence on their properties. 1 do not
know the names of the five companies
which were given grants of land, but I
fail to see how a company could take up
residence on a property, as is required
under the Act.

We continually hear about young far-
mers, share farmers, gnd other people in
the State who want to take up land and
start farming; and at the same time we
are constantly hearing of land that is
heing held and only partially developed
with the conditions of purchase not being
adhered to. This is horne out by an
article which appeared in The Country-
man of the 4th March, and a further
article which appeared in the same jour-
nal of the 28th March this year. I think
it would be as well to read the article of
the 4th March so that it can bhe included
in Hansard as it clearly sets out the posi-
tion at Dandaragan; and Dandaragan is
only a prototype of other areas in the
State as I will show later on. The article
is headed “Parmer’s Complaint About
1M'asent.ee Owners”, and it reads as fol-
OWS:—

At the recent Farmers' and Scient-
ists’ conference, a Badgingarra farmer
claimed that 60 per cent. of the people
holding farms in his area were not
living on them.

The fact that 60 per cent. of the people
hoiding farms in the area are not living
on them is a reflection on somebody, but
on whom it is a reflection I am not sure
at the moment. That is one of the
reasons for my moving this motion. The
article continues—

The farmer, Mr. W. A. Slee, was
tilting at the system of land allocation
which, he said, seemed to favour the
business and professional! man in re-
cent years.

In this he echoed the opinion of
many W.A. farmers.

Mr. Slee, a Dandaragan Shire coun-
cillor, feels—

As members can see, Mr. Slee would be
in a2 positon to know what pecple were
doing in respect of their land, because
it would be in his interests, as a shire
councillor, to know what was going on in
his district. To continue—

—that Land Boards are giving prefer-

ence to capita] rather than capability

and that, too often, those who are
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granted the blocks hold them for
years without making any significant
improvement to them.

Often they sell out when values
around them rise—and the prices they
ask are usually beyond the means of
the man who has the right experience,
but limited capital. Many of those
who buy such blocks as these, it is
claimed, do so to use them as “taxa-
tion sumps.”

Those who seem to miss out in every
respect are the young men who have
every intention of making farming
their permanent livelihcod, In this
category are many who have gained
plenty of farming experience either
through working on farms or share-
farming. Farmers' sons make up a
percentage of these men.

I would think members of the Country
Party would be able to confirm these state-
ments. The article goes on—

The young men, who intend to raise
their families on their farms, are the
backbone of any rural community,
says Mr, Slee,

They support local business and take
part in civic and social community
activities. They press for the main-
tenance and improvement of roads and
other Government works and services
in their areas. But the non-resident
usually has much more to occupy him
back in the city or on his original
farm. And the employee or share-
farmer who works his property does
not have the same incentive to become
interested in the district around him.

That is very true. Naturally if a person
does not live in a district he is not in-
terested whether or not a school bus oper-
ates in the area. If a genuine farmer is
working on his own property, and there
is perhaps 20 miles between his property
and the school, and there is no othel
farmer with a family living on the route
to the school, it is unlikely that a schoo
bus service will be established. The same
applies {o telephone services, roads, anc
the like. The same pressure for these
facilities cannot be applied if there is only
one genuine farmer living in an area where
there are several absentee owners. The
article continues—

An absentee owner's farm, says Mr
Slee, is only as good as the man he
has developing it for him—and he ha:
slim chances of getting the best mar
to go more than 50 miles from town

The problem of new land acquisitior
by absentee applicants has disturbec
a number of the resident settlers in al
new areas. But just how real is it'
At the Farmers' and Scientists’ con-
ference, surveyor J, F. Morgan saic
he thought Mr. Slee’s figure of 60 pe:
cent, misleading and erroneous,
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However, if one takes the Shire of
Dandaragan (which includes the Bad-
gingarra district) as an example, fig-
ures definitely favour Mr. Slee's case.

The figures in this article have all bheen
verified, and are very illuminating. To
continue—

A recent survey in this shire shows
that of the farms released since 1952,
only 38 per cent, have resident owners.
Of the remaining 62 per cent. non-
residents, & small number had a man-
ager, and a few others had employees
without manager status.

If we break out the figures given into their
proper percentages we find that there are
38 per cent. resident owners, 31 per cent.
live in distant areas, 17 per cent. live in
Perth, eight per cent. live in adjoining
shires, and six per cent. have not been
located,

This complaint, and others which have
come forward, have proved to me that
what I have been quoting is not an isolated
instance., When one looks at the other
information which I have, one finds that
in an area near Esperance—a small com-
pact area—the owners of certain land are
spread practically all over the world. I
understand one person farming there is
completely surrounded by absentee owners.
I have the names and addresses of these
owners and I shall read them to the House
to give members some idea of how far
apart these owners are living.

There is a man named Ray Yench of
Cobar, New South Wales. He has no resi-
dent manager although he has 1,000 acres
cleared and pastured, two dams, and a
small shed. He has refused £18,000 for
this bhlock. I understand he has his work
done by subcontractors while he farms the
property by remote control from New
South Wales. There is another location
owned by a Mr, McDonald, of Port Lincoln,
South Australia. There is no-one on the
property and it has been only partly de-
veloped. Hector Stewart, of Tatura, Vie-
toria owns another property on which
there is no manager or buildings. Mollett
and Co. of Uncley, Lincoln, England, owns
a property in this area but I believe the
company has a good resident manager and
he is developing the property.

In addition, two professional men own
properties in the district and I kelieve they
go up there each weekend and develop the
farms as a hobby.

I now want to read an extract from a
letter which came from a resident on the
Inkpen Estate; and in reference to that
estate the letter reads—

Here you will find very few areas
that can boast even the ghost of the
conditions being carried out and at
least half of the allocations have
changed hands or are on the market
and as for living in the district you
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are just as isolated as if you were liv-

ing in the middle of the Nullarbor as

nearly all farms are held by absentee

g;vners with no intention of living on
em.

So it can be seen that there is a third
area which possesses conditions similar to
those in Badgingarra. I would like to
read an extract from another letter. It
is as follows:—

If Mr. Bovell honestly believes that
the c¢ondition that conditlonal pur-
chasers are required to live on their
land for six months of each of the
first five years, and that this provision
is “rigidly enforced” as he stafes in
Saturday’s paper, then I suggest that
he hop into his government car one
day, and just take a drive anywhere
round this area (if he can get over
some of the roads with his car springs
still intact, and without getting bog-
ged) and see how many of the blocks
have tracks (tyre marks ete.) leading
into them, and how many of them
have dwellings of any sort on them
for his conditional purchase people
to live in for their six, or any other
months, of the year.

If the conditional purchase act is
to serve its purpose, then lei it be
rigidly enforced on the theory of
“one man, one block”. If it is to be
open slather, with those who can,
grabbing all the land they can get
hold of and holding it for future use
of their growing families, or for specu-
lation, or for anything else, then let
the Government say so, but let the
position be made clear, and get rid
of the present hypocrisy.

A fortnight after the article appeared in
The Countryman, the editor of that publi-
cation took a trip to Badgingarra and
again wrote an article on the conditions
he found in the district. It is net my in-
tention to read the entire article. I will
read the relevant parts of it on which I
will comment, because I think they sub-
stantiate what is taking place. The
article appears in The Countryman of the
25th March, 1965, and I quote—

It is not the aim of any Land Board
to aliocate new country to speculators.
But the fact remains that many
blocks have been granted to people
who have had speculation in view, or
have intended to develop “by remote
control” as a means of reducing their
taxable incomes.

Usually the speculator makes some
rudimentary improvements to his
block, while genuine farmers in his
district prove the value of the new
land by clearing, then sowing crops
and pastures to pay for their develop-
ment costs and earn an income. When
it is established that the land is worth,
say, £3 an =acre in its virgin state,
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with the potential of carrying per-
haps, three sheep an acre—the specu-
lator advertises. And in the last two
years, there have been many scantiiy-
improved blocks advertised, usually
accompanied by the well-worn rural
land catch-cry "Opportunity for de-
velopment,”

I found this to0 be quite correct. I carried
out my investigations in the reading room,
where there are a number of periodicals
available for one to examine to see what
land is up for sale. In this case I took
Elder’'s Weekly which advertises land for
sale on its back page. I started at the
}tl‘ll January, 1965, and went through to
uly.

I have drawn up lists of quite 2 number
of the blocks which were offered for sale,
but I am hot sure whether I have got all
the conditional purchase blocks in my
list, because I believe that only a certain
number of the conditional purchase hlocks
were shown as such. The advertisements
either showed them as CP., P.L., WS.L.S.,
F.H., or with no description at all. Those
with no description appeared to he the
conditional purchase blocks.

In the issues from the Tth January to
the 8th April I found thai there were
actually 55 marked as conditional pur-
chase Dblocks of land for sale. Of these
55 conditional purchase blocks of land
which were for sale there were 28 with
no dwelling whatever on them. The re-
maining 27, which had dwellings on them,
appeared to be quite well developed and
up to standard with their requirements.
Those with no dwellings on them were
very sparsely developed, as I will show
later on. Those bloeks with no dwellings
on them covered an area of 90,368 acres.

In reply to a question recently con-
cerning the number of absentee holders of
land under conditional purchase—that is,
land issued under section 49 of the Act
—we were told that there are only 599
absentee owners, and that they hold
167,831 acres between them. This is an
average of only 280 acres per lessee.

So it is very apparent that these are
in the dairying districts, and do not come
within the wheat and sheep areas. The
28 properties I have quited would not
come within this category. It is interesting
to note the tremendous acreage thai has
been up for sale in the three months in
question. There could be more acreages
for sale. This would be evident if one
went through the various other lots of land
which were advertised, and which were
not designated as conditional purchase or
otherwise.

I have a list of conditional purchase
blocks which have been put up for sale
since the Tth January. 1965, I will not
read all of them, but will select a number
for my purpose. I also have the actual
valuations which were made prior to the
transfer of the leases on these blocks, so
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there is some evidence here of just how
little has been expended on them, and
also of the amount that has been asked or
received for them. The first one 1 quote
is from Albany. I understand the actual

block was in the Cape Riche area., The
advertisement reads—
2,764 acres conditional purchase

land—light to medium country—500
acres fallow and 500 acres dozed.
Small bore. No fences or buildings.
Price £17,160.

The wvaluation of the improvements on
that property was £2,000. Let us con-
sider another property which was adver-
tised in Badgingarra as follows:—
£17,000 will negotiate the purchase of
this property with scope for develop-
ment; 4,852 ac, C.P. 30 x 40 s.f. shed
with material for 5,000-gal. tank and
cement for flooring shed plus timber
and iron for lean-to. No other im-
provements. Price £14,556.

The valuation of the improvements on
that block was £1,000. There is another
advertisement concerning Badgingarra
which reads—
Badgingarra: 4225 ac. C.P., 200 cl.,
400 logged, 2 miles of fencing, soak
and some pasi., 30 x 15 steel and iron
shed. Price £3 per acre on £6,000 dep.
The outlay on that up to date, when it
was transferred, was £1,600. A property
at Greenrange is advertised as follows:—
2,700 ac. C.P. of mallee country with

light to med. soil, 1.000 ac. logsed
with some regrowth—
Apparently this property had been

abandoned for some fime because the re-
growth had started. The advertisement
continues—
—and 250 ac. ploughed, no other im-
provements. £15,000 cash.
The value of the improvements on that
property was £1,000. The following ad-
vertisement appears in connection with a
property at Borden:—

Ample scope for development, 2,900
ac. of lizht mallee, 760 cl, 400 part
cl., 260 ac. fallow, some fencing; 2
dams, unequip.; living qtrs., 12 x 14
and shear. g.p. shed 50 x 30. Price
£25,000 on C.P. basis,

There is no valuation set for the improve-
ments on that property. We find that
another property is advertised at Jerra-
mungup as follows:—
Good opportunity for development,
3165 ac. C.P. of mallee and mort, 230
fallow, 200 pt. c¢l, no fences. New
living qtrs., 4 rooms, timber frame,
asb., iron roof. Price £9,495.

The outlay on that property was £3,000.
We then find an advertisement in con-
neetion with a property at West Cran-
brook as follows:—

Cranhrook West, 2,940 ac. pc 400
dozed and winrowed good couniry no
buildings, excellent potential, £18.600.
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A further advertisement in connection
with a property at Wialki reads—

4,783 ac. Salmon gum gimlet and
mallee 17/1,800 ae. cld. 7/800 ac.
fallow 5 paddocks ring fenced 1 bore
unlimited supply water. No buildings.
Price £30,000.

Members will notice that most of the pro-
perties I have quoted have no houses on
them at all. An advertisement of a pro-
perty at Ongerup reads as follows:—
Opportunity 2,939 ac. C.P. of mallee
1,200 ac. logged, 430 fallow, some
fencing sf shed 60 X 30 £6 per ac.
£117,634.
There is another advertisement of a pro-
perty at Merredin which reads—
Property with development potential
2.518 ac. C.P, teatree tamah and white
gum, 700 cl.. sf. shed 40 x 40. £12,000,

I could go on through this list and show
that there are any number af these con-
ditional purchase blocks with no residence
on them whatever; and yet they are being
sold at very high prices although they
have no living conditions to offer.

It is interesting to note how the adver-
tisements fall off in April. They drop
away very steeply. In fact, only one or
two advertisements appeared in the
journal to which I referred, where pre-
vipusly there were quite a number of ad-
vertisements. In some advertisements
we find the indication that they have
permission to sell from the Lands
Department, or the permission of the
Minister to sell. Some just had permission
to sell, or authority to sell from the Lands
Department.

It would seem, therefore, that the article
in The Couniryman did quite a bit to
stem the sale of these blocks. It would
be interesting to see, in view of the amend-
ments passed recently, whether the pre-
vious trend will return.

To continue the article which I was
reading previously—

Then we have the case of the sue-
cessful applicant who genuinely wants
to farm his block. But after battling
for some time he realises that he has
not enocugh capital to carry on, and
cannot produce enough equity to raise
a loan. He must forfeit his block or
sell out—and it is naturally the second
alternative he chooses.

Obviously, the Lands Department
would not allow the transfer of some
of these CP leases because conditions
have not been complied with. But
there are ways out of this.

The buyer, who could be a man in-
tending to live on the farm and work it
himself, or a city businessman look-
ing for a hobby-cum-investment,
brings the development up to date be-
?ore the vendor applies for the trans-

eT.
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This is alleged to be one of the ways
in which absentee farmers (some of
them from the Eastern States) have
acquired big parcels of Conditional Pur-
chase land—often far in excess of the
5,000 acres which would disqualify
them from applying for a block
through a Land Board. On transfer
of the CP lease such farmers are said
te use names of family members and
the like.

Perhaps this is one of the reasons
why such a big number of blocks in
certain new distriets are held by non-
resident owners.

This much is certain—the State is
losing money with every new area of
land it allocates. The traffic in CP
blocks has proved this.

Two cases have been brought to my
notice and I think they are outstanding.
One concerns a land agent in Canberra
by the name of Cusack. I understand he
has purchased in the vicinity of 22,000
acres of C.P. land in the manner deseribed
in the last section which I read. I under-
stand that quite often when a person is
up against it and he has to leave his pro-
perty, he is offered a price for his improve-
ments by such a speculator so that he can
carry on and develop the land until it
meets the reguirements of the Act, when
the original lessee transfers it to the other
person. I believe the person who has this
particular 22,006 acres has the land in the
names of various members of his family,
50 he is not holding more than his quota.
Nevertheless I am told he has full control
of this 22,000 acres in the area.

There is another man—a Western Aus-
tralian this time—who has control of
14,000 acres, which has been acquired by
a similar method. I understand this man
is making quite a good job of the develop-
ment of the property; but, nevertheless, he
is debarring genuine farmers from acquir-
ing some of the land. If we are going to
allow absentee farmers to take up this
land, the distriets concerned will not de-
velop as they should, nor will genuine
farmers in those areas get the services
which are so badly needed by them, such
as roads, schools, medical facilities, tele-
phone services, postal facilities, and so on.

It is only right that these people should
be looked after in this way and it is essen-
tial that the absentee farmers should
comply with their conditions of residence
so that the facilities can be provided. It
is not the absentee owner who puts value
on the land; it is the genuine farmer who
proves his property and its capabilities.
High prices are being asked for this land
by speculators. After it has been praved
that a property will run sheep and grow
crops, a value on the land is established
and the speculator walks in and puts the
property up for sale, thereby probably
making money at the other person’s ex-
pense.
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As far as ahsentee owners are con-
cerned, it seems to me that either the con-
ditions of the Act are not bheing policed,
the conditions are far too easy, or the
original price of the conditional purchase
land was far too low. The other point is
this: Are the inspectors doing the job they
should? Are there enough inspectors to
carry out the inspections of the land which
is being leased today? Perhaps the Land
Act is not what it should be.

If we go back to 1948 we will find that
very few amendments to the Land Act
have been made. I went through the
index and ascertained just how many
amendments had been made to the Land
Act since 1948. An amendment was made
in 1850. I am not sure what this amend-
ment did, but it was only a small one. I
might mention here that practically all of
the amendments to the Land Act have,
except on one occasion, been in a Bill
containing one sheet. The second amend-
ment made to that Act since 1948 was in
Act No. 66 of 1953. That dealt with sec-
tion 109A, which deals with pastoral
leases. Act No. 7 of 1954 amended section
85 which deals with special settlement
land. Act No. 41 of 1956 amended sec-
tions 3, 7, and 143. Section 143 was one
which we amended this year; and I find
that this is the only section that has heen
amended more than once since 1948, In-
cluding the amendment made this year, it
has been amended three times.

Therefore it is obvious one of the weak-
nesses is the Land Act and it should be
looked at. Act No. 51 of 1956 added a
section 89B. This section allows the Gov-
ernor to authorise Ministers to enter into
agreements for the disposal of areas of
Crown land. Act No. 48 of 1956 added
section 15A, which deals with reservations
in respect of marketable timber. Act No.
12 of 1958 made one amendment to sec-
tion 8 to provide that the Governor may
acquire land by purchase or exchange. Act
No. 36 of 1958 amended section 29 which
deals with reserves. Act No. 6 of 1960
amended section 143, the section which
was dealt with this year. In 1962, Act No.
41 amended sections 2 and 47, the latter
section dealing with conditional purchase
leases, and raised the total holding of land
from 5,000 acres to 10,000 acres, with the
approval of the Minister. In 1963 there
was an amendment dealing with pastoral
leases which tidied up that section of the
Act.

If one goes through the Act one finds
that it seems tc be in quite good shape,
but there are too many loopholes; and
that is one of the things the committee
would have to inquire into. If we go
through section 47 of the Act, which is the
main one as far as conditional purchase
land is concerned, we will find that prac-
tically all contingencies are covered, be-
cause it is quite a long section. First of all
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it deals with the area of land a person can
hold; then joint holdings, and who shall
reside on the land; then it deals with the
prescribed area, and the price. That is
something which I will deal with later on.
The section goes on to deal with the value
of improvements in respect of land thrown
open that contains existing improvements.
The section then deals with the method of
application, the term of lease, which is 25
years, rent to be paid, and so on.

Then we come to the most important
part of the section, which deals with resi-
dence. This is a portion of the Act that
is not being policed as it should be. The
paragraph reads as follows:—

The lessee shall, within six months
from the date of the lease, take in his
own person possession of the land,
and shall reside upon it and make it
his usual home without any other
habitual residence, during at least six
months in each year for the first five
years from the commencement of the
lease, and if possession is not taken
as aforesaid the lease shall bhe for-
feited.

It goes on to point out that the only other
persens who can represent the lessee are
his wife or child over 16 years of age.
Then we find a paragraph dealing with
improvements in fencing and water sup-
plies. With regard to water supplies,
there is a small paragraph which reads—

The lessee—

shall provide an adequate water
supply within the first two years
of the term of the lease, if re-
quired by the Minister to do so.

How is the Minister to Xnow of this?
Thousands of acres of land are being
leased; so how would the Minister
know whether a property should have
a dam or a water supply on it?
In regard to fencing, that is something
that does not have to be done immediately.
The Act reads as follows:—

The lessee—

shall expend in prescribed im-
provements an amount equal to
one-fifth of the purchase money
in every year of the first ten
years thereof,—

I will deal with that later—

and shall fence in at least one-
half of the land within the first
five years and the whole of the
land during the said period of
ten years: Provided that where
8 sheep-proof and cattle-proof
exterior fence is erected, half the
value of such fence shall be
deemed to be part of the im-
provements required between the
{ourbh and tenth years of the
ease:
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The improvements required under the
Act are so slight that the fence would
practically cover them from the fourth to
the tenth year. If a property-owner
erects a fence which is rabbit proof and
vermin proof he is allowed two-thirds of
that cost to offset his improvements; but
that does not give a person any encoyrage-
ment or direction to carry on with the
improvements. The Act continues—

It shall be obligatory on the part
of the lessee to commence within six
months from the date of the lease
and thereafter to continue the im-
provements to the satisfaction of the
Minister.

I wonder if this is being policed? This
is something else which the committee
could find out,

The next portion of this section deals
with grant in fee simple, something which
we recently dealt with in section 143 of
the Act. Actually section 143 is the one
that gives the Minister the right to trans-
fer prior to completion of the improve-
ments. A person can get a Crown grant
in five years provided he has complied
with the improvements, which are very
small indeed as regards conditional pur-
chase properties.

Section 47 states clearly thai the lessee
must reside thereon for a period of six
months in every vear for the first five
years, but when one comes to Section 49
one finds that—

Any lessee of conditional purchase
land subject to the condition of resi-
dence may, on application to the
Minister, and on payment of a fee of
twenty shillings, be relieved of the
condition of residence provided thai
in such case the improvements shall
be of the value of douhle the amount
of the purchase money.

In the case of a lease acguired on
the recommendation of a Land Board,
such application may be granted or
refused in the diseretion of the Minis-
ter,

In other words, if the lessee does not want
to remain on the property he may pay a
fee of £1 and then carry out just double
the required improvements to the land,
and he can get away with it that way.
He will get the land freehold within five
years, By doing this he does not have
to build 2 house and the amount of the
double expenditure would not be as much
as the cost of building a house.

Members will recall that earlier this
session we amended section 143 of the
Land Act. That amendment was to allow
the Minister to give permission for the
transfer of & lease prior to the granting
of a Crown grant. The period used to be
two years but it is now up to flve years.
Whether this is golng to be effective or
not, I do not know. I very much doubt
whether it will achieve the objective
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sought, because if we look further into
section 143 of the Act and go to para-
graph (5) we find it reads as follows:-—

The special cases which may be
approved of by the Minister and which
are referred to respectively in sub-
section (3) and in subsection (4) of
this section may be so approved not-
withstanding that none of the con-
ditions for a ftransfer or subletting
set out respectively in subsection (3)
and in subsection (4) of this section
has occurred, been complied with or
performed.

S0 that proviso, in my opinion, makes it
easy for the Minister, if he so desires, to
transfer land, even if the conditions have
not been complied with.

I will quote some prices of wvarious
blocks which went before the land hoard
earlier this year. The blocks are in the
Kent location. The price of the land per
acre is practically identical with what it
was 30 years ago. In the Kent location
the highest price paid was for location
1463, which was 9s. per acre. The area
of that Llock was 3,806 acres, so the total
cost to the lessee when he wished to trans-
fer it would be £1,712 14s. plus interest.
The value of the required improvements
each year would he £342 11s. If the land
was held under section 49 of the Act the
figuwre would be just double; that is,
£685 2s5. That means that hy the end
of the five-year period the person holding
land under section 49 of the Act, which
does not require residence, would be better
off than the person who had resided on
his land. The person who resided on his
property would pay £3,425 8s, and the
person who had exemption would pay
£4.138 2s. The difference between those
two amounts is not the price of a very
mediocre house. In fact, it mizsht be the
price of a couple of unlined rooms.

The prices for the various locations were
as follows:—Location 1571, 5s. 6d. per
acre; 1573, Bs.; 1575, 8s.; 1590, 65.; 1604,
6s. 6d.; 1606, 6s. 3d.; 1608, 6s.; 1609, 65. 9d.

The estimated cost of clearing, logging,
ploughing, and so on, in this particular
country, is as follows:—logging, 10s. per
acre; burning, 2s. 6d.; first ploughing, £1;
second ploughing, 18s.; and root picking,
£1 55. So to get the land twice ploughed
would cost £3 10s, per acre. This would
mean that a person who had a block valued
at 9s5. per acre would be required to clear
and develop only 100 acres per year.
Under section 49 of the Act, a person
would have to develop 200 acres.

The acreage of the cheaper blecks would
be 67 acres, 81 acres, 71 acres, 67 acres,
67 acres, 55 acres, 60 acres, and 60 acres.
So actually very little has been done in
respect of any conditional purchase land.
Additional costs which are set down are:
seeding with drill including & small seed
box for clover, inoeculating seed and re-
turning the bags to shed, £3 8s. per acre;
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topdressing, 5s. per acre—manures would
be extra—firebreaks, logged and ploughed,
5s. per chain; and super and seed would
he extra.

So it is easy to see that the costs of
clearing and the cost of the land to the
remote control farmer and speculator
would make it easy for the requirements
to be complied with, other than the
residential requirements.

As I said before, I feel that greater in-
spection should be made of the land; and,
if necessary, more inspectors should be
employed. A shilling an acre could be
added on to the initial price to cover the
cost of inspections, and the extra shilling
would not be noficed by the people pur-
chasing the land because the land is so
cheap and in many cases worth perhaps
10 times more than is asked for it under
conditional purchase. That is amply illus-
trated by the advertisement I read earlier
tonight.

I have heen a member of a land board,
and was on the board for a number of
years in Carnarven. I know what is re-
quired of a land board. I feel that the
process of a land board is far too stereo-
typed. One is given a series of 18 ques-
tions to ask each applicant—age, address,
marital status, and how much money he
has. The last guestion is whether there
is any other information which would
assist the board. I think a board should
be allowed to ask searching questions
other than those in the form.

1 feel that far more searching inquiries
should be made into the financial position
and capabilities of applicants. A board
should know whether the applicant is a
person who understands farming and
knows what he is taking on. It should
know whether his financial position is as
stated in the answers to the questions on
the form. All those things cannot be done
on the spur of the moment, and I think
that all answers should be substantiated.
This is one of the terms of the motion
which should be looked into more closely,
because I feel that land hoards do not get
sufficient evidence. As has been suggested,
the financial side of a person's application
is looked at rather than his practical ex-
perience,

I feel that where a person has not quite
sufficient money the Rural and Industries
Bank should be in the position to accept
a mortgage on conditional purchase land
and 50 help the young farmer. Land
boards should scrutinise every applicant
closely, and if necessary obtain a statutory
declaration that he intends to reside on
the land and not farm by remote control.

Xand board sittings, as far as the boards
are concerped, are very monotonous meet-
ings, particularly if large numbers of ap-
plicants are giving quite a lot of evidence
. —which is a8 good thing. Each member
of a land board has to take down evidance
in his own handwriting, and he has to
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take it down as given. After hearing all
the witnesses he has to analyse the evid-
ence, and that becomes a very monotonous
job. Land beard hours should be re-
stricted and ample time should be given
for the hearing of applications. There
should not be any rushing through them.
I do not know what time is taken, but
I feel that when a land hoard is away
from Perth its main object is to get the
hearing over and do the best job in the
time available. This is not sufficient, par-
ticularly where we want land developad
to its greatest extent.

There is one case I wish to refer to
concerning the land board in the Cape
Riche area. There were quite a number
of applicants for a particular block of
land, and it was eventually allocated to
two sons of a farmer from a nearby area.
Neither of those boys had any fnancial
backing and their father was only just
struggling on  his conditional purchase
lease. Yet those hoys were allocated that
land, whereas another applicant was a
young married man with ample money
who could have gone in and developed
the land. He was a man who had worked
on farms all his life and knew farming
thoroughly right to the last item.

I think the land board erred there.
There was probably such a large number
of applicants that when it came to the
stage of deciding which applicant should
get the block, through lack of concentra-
tion the board could have overlooked the
most suitable person.

In conclusion, the Land Act, as far as
conditional purchase is concerned, should
be fully examined and tightened up. I
think I have explained that fully. The
methods of allocation should be examined
and the prices of land should be revised
and brought into line with present-day
values. To the cost of the development
should be added the initial cost per acre,
A shilling per acre should be included to
cover the cost of inspections, if that is
warranted.

Sitting suspended jfrom 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m.

Mr. NORTON: I was about to say, prior
to the tea suspension, that the Land Act
was introduced in 1933, when clearing was
done by hand and horses and drays were
still in use, and I think the evidence I
have put to the House warrants the motion
T have moved.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Nalder (Minister for Agriculture).

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Second Reading
MR. TONKIN (Melville—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [7.34 pm.1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
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The purpose of this amending Bill,
which logks somewhat more formidable
than it really is, is to effect a simple and,
in the opinion of the Retail Grocers’ Asso-
ciation, a most desirable amendment to
the Licensing Act, 1911-64.

At present section 39 of the Act provides
that—

(1) The holder of any egallon li-
cense or two gallon license, or a
prewer’s license, or a spirit mer-
chant’s license—

(a) shall keep a book and shall
enter therein forthwith,
after every purchase by him
of liquor, for sale under his

license, the date of pur-
chase, the guantity and
kind of liquor purchased,
and the name of the
seller;

(h) shall keep a book and shall
enter therein forthwith,

after every sale under such
licensa, the date of sale, the
guantity of liquor sold. and
the name of the purchaser,
and

(¢) shall produce to any police
officer, inspector of licensed
premises, or inspector of
liguor, on demand, such
books and the invoices of
all liguor purchased, and
copies of the sale notes or
invoices of all liquor sald.

Penalty: Fifty pounds.

Paragraph (b) of that section is modified
by a proviso which reads—
(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of
paragraph (b) of subsection (1)
of this section, the holder of a
gallon license shall not be required
to enter in the book to be kept
pursuant to that paragraph, the
name of the purchaser of the
liquor.

That amendment to the Act was made in
1564, and I submit that upon the making
of it the remaining requirements of para-
graph (b) of subsection (1) of section 39
are an anachronism and ought to be re-
moved, and the purpose of this Bill is to
effect that removal and to do one cther
thing.

As there are now no two gallon licenses
issved there is no sense in having that
term in the Aet. Therefore, my Bill, if
passed. would remove that term from sec-

tion 39. I am informed that all
of this verbiage is mnecessary in order
to give effect t0 my purpose. The

sections have to be re-enacted in a
different way in order to achieve what I
bhave set out to achieve. All I want to do
is to provide that the holder of a gallon
license only—and this amendment will
have nho effect on the holder of a brewer's
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license or a wine and spirit merchant's
license—shall not be obliged to keep a book
and enter therein, after every sale, the date
of the sale and the quantity of liguor sold.

When previously he had to enter the
name of the person to whom the sale was
made, there might have been some slight
justification for the requirement, but as
he is now no longer required to do that
there seems to be no sense in requiring
him to record the sale at all. Having to
do this involves a considerable amount of
time on the part aof the licensee and &
ridiculous waste of time on the part of
members of the Police Force who, in my
opinion, could bhe better employed on
something else.

1 put it to you, Mr. Speaker: What
gallon licensee would write in his hook that
he had sold less than a gallon of liquor?
S0 if he did sell less than a gallon he
would record in the book a gallon or more,
and what hope would one have of checking
it?—because no name is entered to indi-
cate to whom the sale is made. So I think
ig if foolish to retain that provision in the

ct.

Police officers are wasting a considerable
amount of time in travelling around visit-
ing the premises of various retail grocers
who hold a gallon license and reading
through all the sales of one gallon of liguor
that have been effected, but not knowing
to whom the sales have been made. What
possible value can that be to anybody?
From time to time the Retail Grocers’
Association has endeavoured to ascertain
why the Police Department required the
retention of this provision, and I am
assured by the secretary of the association
that at no time was any reason given. I
have pondered over it myself to see what
useful purpose it served and, frankly, I
cannot think of one, I repeat that there
might have been some slight justification
for it when it was necessary for the
licensee to enter the name of the person
who bought the liquor, although that did
not prevent the licensee from entering a
fictitious name in the book.

Mr. Cornell: Or the purchaser giving him
one.

Mr. TONKIN: That is so. Although it
may not have led to that possibility, that
requirement might have yielded some re-
sult; but as there is now no reason to enter
the name of the purchaser in the book,
what possible use is the information that
is now supplied? It only takes up the time
of the retail grocer in entering up the
book, which no doubt he would do at night
from memory and so the entiries could be
of doubtfu! value, and when the police
officer checked the book he could only
check that on such and such a day one
gallon or two gallons were sold and he
would have no idea to whom the liguor
was sold. What value is that to the Police
Department?
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I repeat that, having regard to all the
gallon licensees in the country and the
number of sales they would make, that
is just a hopeless waste of time of the
police officers who are already in short
suppbly and whose time could be better
employed doing some useful work.

The Retail Grocers’ Association has re-
quested that this amendment be made and
I think it is commonsense that it should
be made. I have spoken to persons en-
gaged in the liquor trade who are not re-
tail grocers and they can see no good rea-
son for retaining this provision and, in the
absence of a reason for its retention, there
{s no argument against its deletion. 1 do
not think there is any great need to labour
the point. The Bill is simple, perfectly
straightforward, easy to understand and,
in my opinion, easy to justify.

What is the use of having in our laws
requirements which mean nothing; which
are only irksome to apply and which are
also costly? Whilst this provision remains
in the Act it means a cost to the retail
grocers who hold a gallon license and it
means cost to the Police Department.
So far as I can see, the provision is of no
possible value to anybody and should be
deleted. That being so, it is not unreason-
able to ask the House to agree to the
ameridment,

In addition to that, it is as well to re-
move from the Statute the reference to a
two-gallon license, because I am told that
there are now no two-gallon licenses issued.
So repealing subsections (1) and (la), and
re-enacting them as set out in the Bill,
will give effect to the purpose I have out-
lined because it will remove from the gal-
lon licensee only—not from the brewer,
and not from the wine and spirit mer-
chant—the cbligation to enter in the book
the date of the sale and the amount of
the sale. He is no longer obliged to write
down the name of the purchaser. No argu-
ment can be advanced why this should be
done. For that reason no concern should
be oceasioned to anyone by agreeing to
the proposail before us.

Debate adiourned, on motion by Mr.
Court (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment).

PAINTERS’ REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 22nd Septem-

ber, on the following motion by Mr.
Graham:—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe—
Minister for Works) [7.46 p.n.]l: The Bill
as submitted by the member for Balcatta
seeks to amend the Painters’ Registration

[ASSEMBLY.]

Act in three particulars, one of which has
two legs. At the outset I can say that
the Government is prepared to support the
Bill with the exception of one of the
amendments; that is, the one in clause 4.

The proposed amendments to sections 2
and 4 of the Act appear to be quite reason-
able. The first merely defines the term
“union’” as The Operative Painters’ and
Decorators’ Union of Australin, West Aus-
tralian Branch, Union of Workers. If this
amendment is agreed to it will clarify the
interpretation.

The second amendment, which is con-
tained in clause 3, carries out something
which is legitimate; because, in brief, sec-
tion 4 of the Act deals with the fact that
an unregistered painter must not carry out
painting work to a value in excess of £50.
The amendment sought by the member for
Balcatta will prevent an unregistered
painter from recovering by court action
any charge which is in excess of £50; fur-
thermore, the charge of £50 is to include
the cost of the materials used. I can see
no reason why this amendment should not
be legitimately included in the parent Act.

The final provision in the Bill—it is one
with which I cannot agree—deals with an
amendment to section 12. This section sets
out who may be registered as a painter.
In brief, registration falls into three cate-
gories. Firstly, a person may he registered
a5 a painter if he has passed through a
training period and a prescribed examina-
tion; secondly, {f he has in some place
other than Western Australia attained a
degree of proficiency or standard of train-
ing, and passed a prescribed course which
is equivalent to the standard in Western
Austrelia; and, thirdly, if he is a member
of an association of painters recognised by
1l:he master painters' association of Austra-
ia.

The Government is opposed to the prin-
ciple of this amendment. Initially this
was a legitimate provision, and when the
Act first came into being, all painters mak-
ing a living as such or following a certain
course of action were entitled to be regis-
tered, It may be that this provision had
a place in the legislation at the time, but
at the present stage it should not continue
to find a place in it. I propose during the
Committee stage to move an amendment
to clause 4. With the proviso which I have
outlined in regard to clause 4, I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill before us.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta) [7.52 pm.l:
I thank the Minister for his comments.
Needless to say 1 am not as happy as I
would like to be, because of his reserva-
tion in respect of the last-named provi-
sion in the Bill. It is my intention, with
the concurrence of the House, io proceed
to clause 4 at the Committee stage
and then to ask for progress to he re-
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ported, as I would like an opportunity
to go into the matter further. For
that reason, instead of waiting for the
Committee stage, I want to make a few
comments now.

The provision in clause 4 relates to the
right which Parliament saw fil to grant to
persons whose qualifications were accept-
able to the master painter’s association of
Australia—of course, that is not the cor-
rect name of the organisation—the right
of registration. All that clause 4 seeks
to do is to give that organisation its proper
name. Initially it was my fault, because
I failed to insert the correct title in the
original measure. The Minister said that
initially this provision was a legitimate
one,

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I sald it might
have been a legitimate one.

Mr. GRAHAM: I suggest to him that, in
the first place, any person who was paint-
ing prior to the coming into operation of
the Act and who could establish he had
been a painter, whether or not he was
qualified, could obtain registration: and
many hundreds did.

The Master Painters’ Association of
Western Australia and its equivalent in all
the other States, which are affiliated with
the Federal body, have been most jealous
of the standard and the reputation of their
trade or profession. It was at their in-
stigation that the legislation was intro-
duced in order to protect their good name,
as well as to protect the public. It was
felt there could be some people who had
been engaged on most involved and exten-
sive painting operations in those days, who
had not served an apprenticeship in West-
ern Australia, or who had nof passed an
examination of an equivalent standard;
but there was no question about their abi-
lity and their experience. ‘Therefore, if
some person came from New South Wales,
Queensland, or some other State, and was
acceptable to the Pederal body—Iin other
words, to one of the organisations affiliated
with the Federal body—then he would be
recognised in Western Australia., That was
what was intended.

In addition to that, there are painters
in the country districts to whom some con-
sideration is shown. I might mention in
this respect that the master painters in
Western Australia are keener abouf the
eontinuation of this provision in a work-
able manner, than the operative painters,
who desire to be more exclusive, and who
endeavour to keep as many people as pos-
sible out of the industry.

Mr. Ross Huichinson: You are getting
on to a different matter,

Mr. GRAHAM: I know. I would like
the debate in Committee to be held over,
if possible, so that the Minister can give
consideration te the point I have raised.
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I would now like to read a note which
I received from the Secretary of the Master
Painters’ Association of Western Australia

in respect of this particular point. It is
as follows:—
Country Members: It has been

found that some of these, although
registered with the Association for
many years prior to the Act coming
into force, cannot now be registered
with the Board unless they sit for an
examination. Most country areas did
net have any facilities for the train-
ine of apprentices and palnters in
those districts learnt their trade from
older hands and undertook an ap-
prenticeship with them., No certifl-
cates were issued and, therefore, can-
not be produced as evidence to the
Board, This places the “old hand”
in an unenviable position. Therefore,
to overcome this, may I suggest that
these ‘0ld hands” from the Country
who desire to be registered and can
prove that they were members of this
Association pripr to the Act coming
into force may do so without having
to sit for the examinations,

Mr. Ross Huichinson: You created this
Act and set up a statutory body—the
Painters’ Registration Board—with autho-
rity to deal with these very matters. If
clause 4 is passed In its present form you
will take away the control from the statu-
tory body which you have set up.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is not quite right,
because the Act as it now stands provides
that a person shall be entitled to be regis-
tered as a painter if he has completed a
preseribed course, if he is a member of an
association recognised by the master
painters, or if he has in some other place
other than Waestern Australia attained a
degree of proficiency as a painter which
the board considers is comparable with
that ordinarily attained by persons who
have completed a course of training and
passed the examinations, ete.

That might cater for the persons in the
category which I mentioned earlier; that
is, those coming from other States. But
here in Western Australia a person who
has been engaged as an operatlve painter
or as a master painter in, say, the town
and district of Bunbury for the last 20 or
30 years; who has proved himself to be
acceptable to the Master Painters' Asso-
ciation; and who has proved that his
standards conform with the association's
outlook cannot be registered so as to en-
abie him to carry on his trade in the
metropolitan area, unless he sits for an
examination which, I suggest, is impos-
sible for him to pass.

Which member in this House could sit
for and pass the Junior Certificate exami-
nation in & month's time? I am sure
none could pass it. But there is no ques-
tion that many of us did pass it years
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ago, and in most instances our educaiion
went far beyond that standard. In addi-
tion, we have gained & wealth of experi-
ence and knowledge.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Don’t you think
the board should have control over the
persons whe should be registered?

Mr. GRAHAM: I would say so if this
Act had State-wide application, but it
applies only within the boundaries of what
is known as the Metropolitan Water
Board area. So there are people in our
State who are not subject to it and this
is required in the Act to provide for people
ouiside that very limited area who might
desire to operate in the metropolitan area.

The Master Painters’ Association is
not likely to go to excesses because, after
all, it sought a standard; and, secondly,
every additional person who comes in as
a master painter in the metropelitan area
is an additional competitor.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I do not think
that is the point. I see the point you
make, but I do not think it is the one at
issue.

Mr. GRAHAM: I consider it to be a
most important one, as does the Master
Painters’ Association of Western Austra-
lia. However, I do not desire to delay
the House any more in connection with it.
I have mentioned these points in the hope
that the Minister will be good enough to
give some consideration to them between
now and the time we deal with this clause
in Committee. With the co-operation of
the House it is my desire that we proceed
to clause ¢ and then report progress.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a3 second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W.
A. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Graham
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.

Clause 3: Section 4 amended—

Mr. GRAHAM: Unfortunaiely there was
& clerical error in a couple of places with
regard to numbers and I therefore move
the following amendments:—

Page 2, line 16—Delete the sub-

section designation *“(3)" and substi- .

tute the subsection designation “(2)".
Page 2, line 1B—Delete the subsec-
tion designation *“{(4)” and substitute
the subsection designation "“(3)".
Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on meotion by Mr. Graham,

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1965-66
In Commitlee

Resumed from the 16th September, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. A,
Manning) in the Chair.

[ASSEMELY.]

Vote: Railways, £5,085,000—

MR. HAWKE (Northam--Leader of the
Opposition) (8.6 p.m.]l: The General Loan
Estimates offer an almost unlimited field
for discussion, and if I were a new mem-
ber I would yield to temptation and cover
guite a wide fleld including, of course,
relevant references to the public works
requirements in my own electorate. How-
ever, having reached the veteran stage in
these debates, I propose to limit what I
have to say to four or five subjects.

I think I might say, for the benefit of
new members—even though they are
all on the Government side—that speeches
in Parliament in connection with the re-
quirements of individual electorates are
not very effective. Oceasionally a member
might by that method score a win, If he
were to do so he would have something
to crow about., I offer the advice, for what
it is worth, thai membhers hammer away
at departmental officers and the appropri-
ate Ministers if they are really anxious
to see some practical results from their
representations on behalf of their districts
for improved public works and an in-
creased number of such works.

As the years go by we find the total
number of millions embraced in the loan
programme of the State, plus Common-
wealth expenditure in Western Australia
for public works, to be increasing fairly
rapidly. On the basis of the figures which
the Tressurer has given to us on this
occasion, we find there is a total amount
involved under those headings of somewhat
more than £75,000,000 for the cwrent
financial vear.

The main headings of
loan moneys, as allocated, by the
Loan Council, total £27,551,000, includ-
ing £3,600,000 for housing. In addi-
tion there are loan repayments to the
State from loan investments which are re-
turning some financial return on in-
vestments of £2,014,000. There i3 an
amount of £5,137,000 for local authorities
and for semi-governmental authorities
which do not borrow under their own
statutory legislation, mainly, I suppose,
because they have not any legislation of
that character under which to bhorrow.

Then there are semi-governmental bor-
rowings where the statutory authorities
have, by legislation, their own bhorrowing
powers, and it is estimated they will raise
during this financtal year an amount of
just over £10,000,000.

The total estimate of Commonwealth
moneys to be spent in Western Australia
for capital works is £30.09 million which,
as members will immediately realise, is a
very large sum of money for the Common-
weaith to be expending in g State with a
population as small as ours. However, as
we know, the area of country in Western
Australia is very great. The State is far
less deveicped than most of the other
States, and consequently our reguirements

the general
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for capital investment of governmental
moneys—both from State and Common-
wealth—are indeed very great.

As T have said, the total amount of
moneys under all these headings is
slightly over £75,000,000. When we con-
template the activity which the expendi-
ture of this huge amount will generate
and the benefit which the circulation of
all this money will bring to trade and
commerce, we can to some extent realise
what a great advantage it is to all sorts
of enterprises—public and private—to have
such a very large sum of money circul-
iating in Western Australia during a period
of 12 months.

The employment-providing capacity of
all this expenditure is naturally very great.
The wages and salaries paid out of these
funds almost immediately in most in-
stances go into circulation and help factory
production and activity, the warehouses,
retail shops, and almost every other type
of business within the State. Indeed, it is
somewhat nerve-racking to think of the
loss of activity which would be occasicned
to the economy if, hy some mischance or
some shocking breakdown in the total
economy of Australia, this money were not
available.

The Commonwealth is t0 make available
during this current financial year
£10,150,000 for construction worik on the
standard gauge railway line, I would like
to refer to Hansard No. 3 of the current
session, page 170. On Tuesday, the 10th
August, I asked the Premier what was the
original estimated total capital cost of con-
strueting that line from Kalgoorlie to
Kwinana. The Premier replied that it
was £41,210,000, including rolling stock
angd locoinotives.

The second question was—

What is the latest amended esti-
mate?
The following is the reply by the Pre-
mier:-——
£55,129,747 (including rolling stock
and locomotives).
Members who have kept in mind the two
fipures will realise that there was an in-
crease in the amended estimate, over and
above the original one, of £14,000,000. In
anyone’s money that is a staggering in-
crease.

Wae were told through the newspapers at
the time this amended ihcrease became
known to the Commonwealth Government
that the Prime Minister (Sir Robert Men-
zies) was—to, perhaps, pué it mildly—very
disturbed. Those who know the Prime
Minister will agree with me that when
he is disturbed he is really disturbed.

Seeing the Commonwealth is making
these millions available for the construc-
tion of the standard gauge railway line
in Western Australia one can understand
his state of mind and, to some extent at
least, sympathise with him. No-one has
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ever told us what he said in the letter
which he sent to the State Government.
I have heard of a few things he is sup-
posed to have said privately, and if he
put some of those things in the letter, it
is a pity the letter cannot be tabled, or
that each of us eannct be given an oppor-
tunity, in confidence, of reading it.

Mr, Brand: He expressed concern.

Mr. HAWKE: I have a suspicion that
the original estimate was put together
fairly quickly and was possibly kept fairly
low in order that the Prime Minister and
his Federal Treasurer would not bhe un-
duly shocked by the size of the total esti-
mate of the proposed works. Whether
that be so or not, does not really matter:
the main and impertant fact is that the
work is under way and the Common-
wealth is committed to it; and even though
the Prime Minister might become shocked
at this increase in the original estimate,
the money will be made available o meet
the total cost, and in due course the State
Government will have to pay back a lot
of the money to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and will alsp have to pay interest
upon it.

Mr. Brand: The original estimates, of
course, were agreed to by the State and
the Commonwealth.

Mr, HAWKE: Yes, of course they were;
and I understand, quite naturally enougii,
some Commonwealth officers were invloved
in them. However, I would think that of
necessity they would have to rely to some
extent upon local! knowledge and local in-
formation regarding construction costs in
Western Australia, and consequently we—
or those who represent us as a State—
would have to assume somewhat greater
responsihility for this huge increase in the
amended estimate than would the Com-
monwealth officers who were involved.

On the same day and in the same series
of questions I asked—

What was the original estimate as
to the anticipated total capital cost
of the proposed deviation of the 3 ft.
6 in. railway line in the vicinity of
Spencers Brook through Northam and
Toodyay to Bellevue?

The answer the Premier gave was—

£7,496,000 (on basis single dual
gauge track).

The next guestion was—
What is the latest amended esti-

mate?
This is the answer—
£9,674,000 (on basis double dual

gauge track as agreed by Common-
wealth).
Here, in connection with a purely State
railway activity, the increase in the esti-
mate, above the original estimate was more
that £2,000,000. It is true the amended
estimate took in a double dual gauge
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track as against a single dual gauge
track, upon which the original estimate
was based. I am not quite sure what is
involved there; I have no knowledge as
to whether the putting in of double dual
gauge as against single dual gauge would
n%aakets a difference of £2,200,000, or there-
abouts.

What I do question tonight—aithough
I do not want to go deeply into this—is
the wisdom of having this deviation of
the narrow gauge railway line. I myself
do not think it is justified. We are going
to involve ourselves in & capital expendi-
ture of £9,674,000 to deviate the narrow
gauge railway line from near Spencer’s
Brook through Northam out to Toodyay
and down to Bellevue; whereas we have,
as all members know, an existing narrow
gauge railway line from Spencer's Brook
down through Clackline, Baker's Hill,
Wundowie, and so on inte Midland Junc-
tion and, of course, the city.

I cannot say-—nor has anyone been able
to tell me—how this very great expendi-
ture on deviating the narrow gauge rail-
way line into the areas I have mentioned
can possibly be justified finanecially or
otherwise. Clearly there will be far less
traffic carried on the narrow gauge rail-
way line from Spencer’s Brook to Midland
Junction when the standard gauge raii-
way line is open than is being carried now.

A great deal of the freight which is now
carried on the narrow gauge railway line
between Perth and Kalgoorlie, for instance,
will presymably be carried on the standard
gauge railway line because of the economic
handling which the standard gauge line
will offer as against the narrow gauge one.
I know this would have applied irrespec-
tive of whether the narrow gauge line was
deviated; but when we think that almost
£19,000,000 is being expended to deviate
the narrow gauge line from its present
route to the new one which I have briefly
deseribed, it seems to me we are build-
ing a new narrow gauge railway line which
will carry very little freight traffic over the
years: because, as I understand it, the
freight traffic between, say, Midiand June-
tion, or Perth, or Fremantle, whichever
yeu please, to Northam and down the
Great Southern is not very sreat in total
quantity per year.

However, I suggest the Treasurer might
have a look at that aspect himself, even
thcugh it seems to be too late now for any-
thing effective to be done to alter anything
which is proposed.

. Mr. Brand: There is a great advantage
in the grade that is offered by the con-
struction of the deviation.

Mr. FAWKE: It is gnite true the
justifiertion ofered meinly for this devia-
tisr ¢f the narrow gauge reilway line is
in connection with grade. But when we
consider that almost £10.000,000 of loan
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money is to be spent to put in this devia-
ticn, I think we can say that the interest
on the £10,000,000 would, perhaps, more
than wipe out the advantage of any sav-
ings which might be made in connection
with grade.

I couid appreciate the argument which
the Treasurer has mentioned if all the
freight whieh is now carried over the nar-
row gauge railway line between Northam
and the metrepolitan area, was still to be
carried over it; but once the broad gauge
or standard gauge railway line is con-
structed, ther the total quantity of rail-
way freicht to be carried between Nor-
tham and the metropolitan area an the
narrow gauge track will he very small in-
deed compared with what is carried at
present.

The Treasurer told us the payment
from the Commenwealth this year in
connection with the Ord River irri-
gation scheme, is to be as I under-
stood it, £5566,000, to which the State
presumably will add an  equivalent
amount from its own loan moneys. This,
I gathcred, was to be the final Common-
wealth payment under the present ar-
rangernent or agreement between the State
and the Commonwealth Governmenis in
conhection with this scheme.

We, as a Parliament, have not been kept
very well informed as to what is happen-
ing in connection with this scheme; as
to what is happening in relation to the
negotiations being carried on between the
State Government and the Commonwealth
Government. One of the things that I re-
member clearly was a published statement
by the Minister for the North-West several
weeks ago in which he publicly spoke
stronz words to, and aczainst, the Com-
monwealth Government, and sort of fin-
ished off with a traditional Minister-for-
the-North-West flourish by telling the
Prime Minister, in effect, if not directly,
that if the Commonwealth did not see
fit to make the millions available which
are required for the completion of this
scheme, then the State Government could
obtain the money from private sources.

We have not heard anything more about
that since then. I imagine the reaction of
the Prime Minister to that one would
have been to say to himseli, if not to the
Premier of Western Australia, "Well, let
the Minister for the North-West zo ahead
and get the money privately. That will
relieve the Commonwesalth Treasurer of
the necessity of finding more money for
the Ord River scheme”. So I would like
the Tressurer, when he replies to this de-
bate, to tell us what progress the Minis-
ter for the North-West is makin~ in his
then-expressed kelief thot he, or the Etate
Government, could raise, from private
sources. all the money reguired: and I
would be anxinus to know, as I am sure
all members of this Committee would be,
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whether this money which is to come from
private sources is to come from within
Australia, or from America, or from Hol-
land, or from West Germany, or from Eng-
land. T woculd also like to know whether
it is really a practical proposition and
whether it has the backing of the Govern-
ment, ¢r whether it was thrown up by the
Minister for the North-West in an attempt
to stampede the Commonwealth Govern-
ment into giving him the decision which,
at the time, he was seeking from that
Government.

Mr. Brand: I think the Minister for
the North-West simply said that private
interests were showing interest in the
Ord Eiver development; and that is so.
But as a Government we have not en-
couraged this for the simple reason that
we would desire to complete the arrange-
ment with the Commonwealth.

Mr. HAWKE: I can appreciate that, too.
However, what we as members of this Par-
liament are anxious to know at this stage,
or very soon, is: What are the practical
steps available to the State Government
to take to continue the work of developing
this scheme? 1 understand that at least
anotier £20,000,000 will be required after
the expenditure of approximately £1,000,000
on the scheme this year.

A sum of £20,000,000, in terms of Com-
monwealth expenditure is not very much;
but in terms of State expenditure in West-
ern Australia it is a very large sum of
money. I know it does nhot have to be
found in one year, or in two or three years
for that matter; but I think everybody in
Western Australia would be keen to know
whether this scheme is to be carried on
further until the end of the current finan-
cial year, and then to stop at that stage,
while the State Government continues to
exert its best efforts to persuade the Com-
monwealth Government of the value and
the worth-while nature of the scheme from
a national development point of view.

Mr. Brand: It is our intention, as soon
as this cotton crop is completed, to put a
further case to the Commonwealth based
on the facts and the experience of this good
year.

Mr. HAWEKE: At least that is something.
I can quite understand there are vested
intorests in other parts of Australia whose
personnel do not want to see this scheme
deveioped to the full extent planned. I
have no doubt there are interests in some
other States of Australia which want to
see the money, or an equivalent sum of
money expended over there for the pur-
pose of further developing cotton growing,
rice growing, or whatever it might be in
that part of Australia as against doing it
in the northern parts of Western Austra-
lia.

We know, too, the bigger Eastern States
have great voting power in the Common-
weglth Parliament. This could be a pro-
position in connection with which, of
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course, there might not be any voting in
the Commonwealth Parliament; because
unfess the Coaminonwealth Government, as
a Government, is prepared to go ahead,
and unless it is assured of the support of
a majority of members in the Federal Par-
liament, that Government would not be
likely to introduce any legislation to auth-
orise further Comimonwealth expenditure
upen the Crd River scheme. So it might
be a question of whether some Ministers
in the Federal Parliament from other
States, and some private members sup-
porting the Menzies Government in other
States, cculd together make up a sufficient
block in the Government parties to be
against the Commonwealth Government
financially ar-isting the Ord River scheme
to tts full developnicit. That might easily
e the situation., However, we have no
option but to wait and see how the whole
situation develops as time goes on.

The comprehensive water supply scheme
is a subject about which I have spoken
on several occasions. As the person whao
was the Minister for Works whex the
original legislation for this scheme was
introdueed, naturally I took and have con-
tinued to take a keen personal ‘interest in
it. I understand that after strong efforts
and pressure, if I might use the word, by
the State Government upon the Federal
Government, the second-mentioned Gov-
ernment finally agreed to come in on this
scheme again.

Originally the Commonwealth Govern-
ment of that day agreed ta subsidire the
scheme on a pound for pound basis with
the State, and a great amount of water
conservation and distribution was carried
out on that basis. The origins! scheme
as approved and ratified by this Parlia-
ment was completed ond the original
liability or commitment of the Common-
wealth ended there. Subsequently, when
the State decided very greatly to expand
this scheme and go far beyond what was
orizinally proposzd by this Parliament,
approaches were made to the present Fed-
eral Parliament to continue the original
basis of assistance—namelv, a pound for
pound subsidy atrangement.

However, the Federal Government re-
fused to apree ta the proposal and for
scme considerable time the State had ta
finance the additions to the compichen-
sive water scheme from its own loun
moneys. Naturally the rgte of progress
slowed cown by 56 per cent. ¢r theoreabouts,
Lut the State Government continued to
make representations to the Federz! Gav-
ernment. Some members of the Federal
Parliament from Western Australia werc
doing the same thing in the Parlioament
at Canberra and privately with Common-
wealth Ministers. The result was that
finally the Commonwealth Government
agreed to come in again and provide
finaneial acssistanece bLut, in my opinion,
on a very lousy and real Shylock basis,
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The Commonwealth Government agreed
t0 make available a total, in all, of
£5,250,000 over a period of eight years.
This money was to be repayable and was
to carry interest which the State Gov-
ernment would have to pay to the Com-
monwealth Government,

I object very strongly to the Common-
wealth Government making a financial
arrangement of this kind with the State.
I am not criticising the State Government
In any way for entering into the agree-
ment, hecause this was the only basis upon
which the State could get the Common-
wealth Government to agree to make
further Commonwealth finance available
to assist in the further expansion of this
water scheme. As far as I know—and T
have made a lot of inquiries over the years
about this—the Commonwealth Govern-
ment does not barrow any money. It does
not take a share from the Loan Council
raisings for its own public works require-
ments; it fingnees its public works acti-
vities out of revenue-——out of the taxation
which it raises from the industries and
the people of Australia., Conseguently it
gets its money for nothing.

1t does not have to borrow any money
for capital works,; it does not have to re-
pay any money used in the construction
of capital works; and it does not have
to pay any interest upon these moneys.
Therefore it appears to me to he totslly
wrong for any Commonwealth Govern-
ment, irrespective of its political colour,
to tax the people of Australla and raise
millions of pounds per annum from them
and then, as in this instance, say to the
State Government of Western Australia,
“We will make available to you £622,000
a year—if that be the right fleure—for
a period of five years. You will have to
pay the money back to us in due course
and over the whole period of the loan
you will have to pay interest to us upon
the money which we will make available
to you.”

Shylock was an amateur, as we see
when we compare his activities with those
of the Federal Government. Shylock did
not know a thing; he was just a beginner,
a novice. In his day he was, perhaps, the
best among the moneylenders—and when
I say the best I mean the sharpest, the
smartest. But by comparison with Shy-
lock Menzies and Shylock Holt, the
Treasurer—if 1 might use that description
without being offensive—he was just a
child; because Shylock did not have the
ability to tax people and get money from
them for nothing and then lend it to all
and sundry at 10 per cent, or whatever
the interest might be, and so make millions
of pounds out of it. I am sure the Trea-
surer would not say I am exaggerating,
I will not press the Treasurer for an
answer, because he might have to attend
another Loan Council meeting, and what
he might say to me by way of interjection
could be quoted against him by the Prime
Minister or the Federal Treasurer.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Brand: It is a faet that it consti-
tutes a heavy burden on the State.

Mr. HAWKE: However, it seems to me
to be a lousy way, in a financial sense,
to deal with a State which has great de-
velopmental problems, and especially in
connection with a scheme such as the
comprehensive water scheme. This scheme
has no hope at all of ever paying directly
to the State Government. It has to be
constructed and carried on at a consider-
able loss. Even if the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment were continuing to make finan-
cial assistance available by way of a
straightout subsidy on a pound for pound
basis; even if this were so, the total
scheme in jts operation for the &tate Gov-
ernment would still lose heavily.

The indirect benefits to the State wouid
be not much greater than the indirect
benefits to the Commonwealth from the
development brought about by this com-
prehensive water scheme. Clearly the
scheme has greatly increased wealth pro-
duction in Western Australia; and, as it
continues to expand and permanent good
water supplies are made available {0 more
and more farmers, so the wealth produc-
tion will continue to be increased as a
result of the scheme.

But as all this additional wheat is pro-
duced, as more sheep are produced, and
as more wool is produced, so will tha
financial returns to the Commonwealth
Government be increased as they will, of
course, similarly and in different waya,
be increased to the State Government.
So I think the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has been terribly hard on Western
Australia in regard to this scheme.

If we had been seeking from the Com-
monwealth Government a straightout sub-
sidy for a scheme in Western Australia
which would pay directly in the financial
sense, then I could agree with the Com-
monwealth; because I think even though
the Commonwealth gets all its money for
nothing, as it were, it would not be a fair
proposition for a State Government to ex-
pect the Commonwealth to make straight-
out subsidies available for developing some
scheme which in itself would be financially
fully reproductive to the State Govern-
ment. However, that does not apply to the
comprehensive water scheme, and I can-
not imagine it would ever apply to a water
supply scheme mainly associated with rural
production.

I was interested in the total amount of
money to be made available this year from
Commeonwealth sources in connection with
road construction, maintenance, and so on.
My main interest in connection with roads,
however, is road safety, and what I have
to say in that regard could, I think, be
better said on the Revenue Estimates de-
bate rather than on the debate which is
now taking place.

There is one other item in these Esti-
mates about which I want to say a few
words. This has to do with the housing
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of Government employees. The informa-
tion given to us by the Treasurer is to the
effect that £223,000 is available in the cur-
rent year for the housing of Government
employees; and this is available from credit
balances in hand as at the 30th June this
yvear. We were further told the statutory
authority in this field will borrow £100,000
during this financial year, and presumably
will have available £323,000 in all during
this period.

I know the Treasurer did not necessarily
mean all this money will be expended dur-
ing the present financial year; doubtless
the anthority will wish to earry over some
credit balance into the next financial year.
I am sure all country members of this Par-
liament who have large towns in their
electorates will know that many Govern-
ment employees—especially those who are
subject to periodical {ransfer—come up
against very severe housing problems from
time to time.

As members know, my town of Northam
is particularly subject to this sort of thing.
We have a considerable number of rail-
way employees there, together with a fair
number of sehool teachers, policemen, and
so on; and if the Minister for Police has
his way, on the basis of an answer he gave
to a guestion today, we are likely to have
more warders up there, because he is talk-
ing about expanding the Northam gaol
sufficiently to take in all the prisoners who
get landed in the York district.

Mr. Guthrie: Perhaps it is the people
from Northam who go to York and cause
the trouble.

Mr. HAWKE: I do not think the member
for Subiaco and 1 have very often agreed
on anything; and we certainly cannot agree
on this. I think I am safe in saying that
80 per cent. of the peopie who come to me
with lousing problems are Government
employees, and this is largely because they
are subject to transfer. It could be
thought when one Government employee
is transferred away from a town the one
comineg in to take his place would have
no trouble in petting the house which the
one going away previously occupied. The
situation, however, is not that easy; it is
much more involved, particularly if in a
country town there is a housing shortage.
In a country town where there is a hous-
ing shortage it is amazing how quickly
quite a few pecple seem to know someone
is under transfer, and that he is going
away. As soon as this news becomes avail-
able endeavours to get that house come
fram all directions. The occupantis who
have not left are almost distraught by
the number of callers and requests they
receive, and by the entreaties and plead-
ings which come from people who are
already in the town and who desperately
need housing accommodation, or need
more adequate housing accommodation
than is available {o them at the moment.
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The problem for such peaple is extre-
mely difficult. I would hope this housing
authority which is charged with providing
accommodation for Government em-
ployees, particularly those in country
towns, will be able to make fairly adequate
progress during the current financial year.

There is one other angle to this situa-
tion, but I am not sure whether it comes
under the Loan Estimaies or the Annugal
Estimates. However, I shall give it a brief
mention to enable the Treaswrer to look
into the maiter in the reasonably near
future. This matter relates to the provi-
sion of hostels for school children at
country centres. I was in Merredin Te-
cently, and learnt that at the beginning
of the last school year or the beginning
of this schcol year there was a shortage
of accommodation for school children
from surrounding and faraway districts
who wished to live in Merredin during the
school year, and spend the year at the
Merredin Senior High School—if that be
the correct name,

We have the same problem at Northam.
The school hostel there is far too small
to meet the demand which is made upon
it. Np doubt mest cther hig country
towns are faced with the same situation.
These hostels are very well managed, and
the welfare of the children who are ac-
commodated in them is safeguarded to a
degree which, perhaps, would not be pos-
sible in other situations. Parents who
are able to accommodate their children in
these hostels have a feeling of relief and
security. Therefore it seems to me that
far more money should ke made avail-
able by the Governmeni to enable this
type of accommodation to be provided on
a much wider scale than has been possible
up to date.

I would not know of a more deserving
direction in which to make Government
finance available. Therefore I would ap-
preciate it very much if the Treasurer
would make a note of the fact that I
have breuzht this matter forward. 1 haope
he wiil have discussions with the Under-
Treasurer, and with other officers and
authorities who are involved.

MR. GUTHRIE (Subiaco) (8.54 pm.]:
Strangely enough, although the Leader of
the Opposition said he and I never agreed
on anything—

Mr. Hawke: Not always.

Mr. GUTHRIE: —he might discover that
he and I agree on one aspect, because he
has anticipated something which I wanted
to say in regard to Ioan funds. It is of
some interest to me to learn—from the
information which was supplied by the
Treasurer in answer to a question which I
addressed to him on the 15th September—
about the allocation of loan funds between
the States and the Commonwesalth.
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This year approximately £94,000,000 was
allocated to New South Wales; approxim-
ately £75,000,000 to Victoria; approximately
£37,000,000 to Queensland; approximately
£40,000,000 to South Australia; approxim-
ately £27,000,000 to Western Australia;
and approximately £20,000,000 to Tasmania.

It will be noted that there is not a pro-
portion based on population or size of State.
For instance, Queensland receives less than
South Australia, and Western Australia
does not receive that much more than
Tasmania. I have had thls explained to
me. I am not quite sure whether I know
the position correctly, but as I understand
it the situation has some bearing on loan
funds going back into the dim and distant
past, when the other States got a lead over
Western Australia during the war years.
This was one of the States which succumb-
ed to the Commonwealth’s plea to reduce
loan horrowings during the war period, and
as a consequence Western Australia has
suffered. It is most noticeable that Queens-
land suffered likewise. I understand that
South Australia was guite merciless in this
respect, and it has gained and will continue
to gain at the expense of Queensiand and
Western Australia—the latter two having
very large areas to develop. This is the
first feature to which I draw the attention
of the Committee.

The second feature Is one which has
already been touched on by the Leader of
the Opposition: that the Commonwealth
itself borrows nothing, or next to nothing.
In the financlal year of 1961-62 the Com-
monwealth borrowings totalled £385,000;
in 1962-63 they totalled £8,5690,000; in 1963-
64 they totalled £38,851,000; and in the
financial year just closed they totalled
£4,412,000.

As the Leader of the Opposition stated,
the Commonwealth flnances its caplital
works out of revenue. On the other hand
the State is compelled to finance its capital
works out of loan funds, and {0 this extent
the interest and sinking fund bill in the
present financial year will be close on to
£19,000,000. Last year it was £17,000,000
or 19 per cent. of the total revenue ralsed
by the State of Western Australia. Nearly
one-fifth of the revenue which the State
derives goes out in servicing loan funds,

The figures for the last flve years and
the estimate for the coming year indicate
that the total revenue expenditure of West-
ern Australia in 1961-62 was approximately
£76,000,000, with interest and sinking fund
commitments amounting to £13,600,000 or
18 per cent. of the total revenue; in 1962-63
the total revenue expenditure was a shade
under £80,000,000, with a total interest and
sinking fund bill of just slightly under
£15,000,000, or agaln I8 per cent. of the
total outgoing; In 1963-64 the total
State revenue expenditure stepped up to
£86,340,415. while the interest bill crept up
to just under £16,000,000, or an increase to
19 per cent. of the outgoing.
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In 1964-65 the total revenue expenditure
was £92,400,000 in round figures, and the
total Interest and sinking fund payments
amounted to £17,300,000, or again 19 per
cent. The total estimated revenue for this
financlal year will be somethlng of the
order of £102,000,000, and the interest bill
will be just under £19,600,000, or 19 per
cent. On the other hand, the interest bill
of the Commonwealth is negligible. This
drift, if it continues, must ultimately—I
say this in all sincerity—destroy the Fed-
eral conception of government.

Ultimately we must reach the stage
when the powers of a State Government
will be negligible; but the State will be
completely dependent on the Common-
wealth Government for almost everything,
We will reach the stage where the State
will not only—as the Leader of the Op-
position has pointed out—pay interest on
moneys which the Commonwealth raised
from revenue, but it will have an interest
bill approaching 25 per cent. of its total
revenue in days to come and the load will
get greater and greater. In fact, it will
reach the stage where the whole of the
national debt of Australla will he a debt
owing by the States and nothing by the
Commonwealth,

I do not think that was ever envisaged
in the scheme of things by the planners
of the Constitution. In fact, I am sure it
was net. The situation is that if we build
a hospital we are paying for it almost for-
ever. However, if the Commonwealth
builds a post office or a repatriation
building, it is paid for on the day it is
finished and copened. There are no further
commitments on the revenue of the Com-
monwealth other than for the general
mainfenance of that building. To me that
is entirely wrong.

The Commonwealth is drawing money
each year from the people by way of taxes
and using it for those purpeoses and is
not facing up to the fact that a certain
percentage of capital expenditure by -all
Governments should come from loan
funds; and we are being forced to go
more and more to the Commonwealth for
special grants for such things as the
north-west development, education, roads,
and water schemes. Again, is that right?

In regard to some of these matters I
would suggest the Commonwealth has a
primary obligation to provide money, not
as a loan, but as a grant, as part of its
responsibilities. Certain aspects of the
schemes in the north-west will un-
doubtedly play a part in the defence of
Australia; and the defence of Australia
is entirely a Commonwealth responsibility.
It is, to my mind, a Commonwealth func-
tion te provide a proportion of the costs,
the proportion being a matter for agree-
ment.

When it comes to education I do not
expect that the Commonwealth should be
tequired to make contributions unless for
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something associated with the technical
development of the Commonwealth and
related to defence; but I will come back
to education in & moment. I intend to
talk on education at greater length on the
Revenue Eatimates.

With reference to the defence of the
Commonwealth, water schemes may ol
may not be a part, but surely it is not
necessary ior the Commonwealth to keep
on taxing the people of Australia to the
tune of £2,500,000,000 as now and draw
off all the cream and then say to the
States, “There is no field left for you to
tax.” If the Commonwealth faced fairly
and squarely what its responsibilities were
it would find that its revenue requirements
should be so much less; and I suggest it
should be possible for a convention to
determine certain flelds which can be the
fields of the States, in regard to income-
raising. and fields which can be the
responsibility of the Commonwealth,
without infringing the provisions of the
Commonwealth Constitution, in relation
to excise or section 92. It is only a matter
of pounds, shillings, and pence.

When all is said and done the Common-
wealth once started the petro} tax which
was spent entively on roads, Now it is a
revenue-producer. Is there anything
wrong or heinous in suggesting that the
Commonweslth should entirely retire from
the petrol tax field? I do not suggest for
a moment the State would have power to
impose a petrol tax; it would not, because
no doubt it would be an excise tax. But
it would leave a fleld of income or revenue
funds in the hands of the community
that could perhaps be taxed by some
other method. of which we have seen some
recently, and of which we heard socme
yesterday. This tax could be imposed on
the motor industry in place of its con-
tributions through petrol taxation which
would then provide the States with a field
from which they could get money that
would enable them to perhaps carry out
some of their capital works out of
revenue or, alternatively, make available
more moneys for loan funds generally.

The Commonwealth would have its
share of the loan market, and the answer
may well be that the loan market may
not stand al! of this: I do not know. But
at least it is worthy of examination.
There should be a fairer cut-up of the
cake.

If anybady is going to be entitled to pay
for capital works out of revenue, surely
it is fair that the Commonweaith and
the States should do so conjointly. This
is something which should not be entirely
in the hands of one partner and not in
the hands of the other partner. After
all, it is the same people and the same
taxpayer.

1 would point out to the Committee that
if this drift continues the State will be
more and more in the hands of the par-
liamentariens in Canberra. I must be
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accepted that the Parliament in Canberra
will continue t0 be dominated for all time
by the people who live on the other side of
the horder of Western Australia and South
Australia because, for all time, we must
accept that that is where the majority of
the Australian population is going to le.
That is geing to be the part of Australia
which will return more and more members
to the Parlinment of the Commonwealth
and the task will become more and more
difficult.

._To me, it will be an extremely sorry day
if, for instance, education becomes a Com-
monwealth function; and that is what we
are being forced into today. It is entirely
wraong. Surely there are people in the
Eastern States of Australia who appreciate
or have sufficient national pride to realise
that Australia as a whole must be developed
and not one part of it, We have seen in
recent weeks, and in recent days, the hap-
penings to the north. Nobody could
imagine a person in Melbourne sleeping
tight if there were a foreigner encamped
on our noith-west coast,

To my mind the whole thing falls around
this question of State-Commonwealth
powers. Sixty-five years ago or 70 years
ago the then statesmen of Australia met
together and they wrote a Constitution,
but they had no idea whether that Con-
stitution was going to work or was not
going to work, because they had had no
experience. We do know that the then
Premier of Western Australia viewed it
}wth considerable suspicion and only came
into it on certain terms; but surely the
commonsense of it is that after 70 years—
70 years of its experience and 70 years of
the exposure of its faults—we should now
face up in a national and statesmanlike
manner {o a rewriting of the powers be-
tween the States and the Commonwealth,
or agreement at least on fields of taxation.

I would never advocate that the States
take back their income-taxing powers. The
imposition of two income taxes could pro-
duce extreme and deflnite problems. But
I suggest there could be certain fields of
revenue which the Commonwealth could
vacate, and vacate for good and all and
leave them to the States, without any great
harm to the Commonwealth,

I do not suggest for one moment that
any Commonwealth Parliament should be
asked to take the odium of having to tax
the people of Australia to provide revenue
for the States; the revenue should be
raised by the States, which should be left
in a fairer position. The States should get
a fairer cut of the cake of the loan funds
and a fairer cut of the cake of the revenue
funds which are available for capital works,

As I have indicated, the matter that
concerns me most is in the field of educa-
tion. I do nol propose to take up the time
of the Committee tonight to talk about



1270

education because it will be more appro-
priate when we are dealing with the Rev-
enue Estimates. 1 proposeé to elaborate
then a little further on the line I have
taken tonight on the aspect which 1 have
discussed.

MR. FLETCHEE <(Fremantle) [8.10
p.m.]: We seem to be dealing rather expe-
ditiously with the Loan Estimates this
evening. However, they do afford us an
opportunity to ventilate issues which touch
upon our electorates and also upon the
Etate as a whole.

Unfortunately there is often a necessity
to read a considerable amount of corres-
pondence. As other members will be
aware, as members of Parliament we re-
ceive requests by way of correspondence
to which we reply. We ask questions as-
sociated with those requests and, as a
consequence, as I said earlier, it is neces-
sary to read a considerable amount of cor-
respondence in this Chamber.

The member for Subiaco mentioned the
national debt, I had reservations about
reading correspondence on this matter, but
since the member for Suhiaco was in order
then I assume I am also. I think the cor-
respondence will interest the Treasurer
agnd also the member for Warren who is
mnterested in the matter of banking.

The correspondence I will read will
demonstrate that there would be more
money available for more weorth-while pro-
jects if, as the member for Subiaco said,
someone else was not drawing off the
cream. That was the expression he used.
Relevant to that remark, I will ask mem-
pers—including the Treasurer—to listen
to this correspondence forwarded to me by
Mr. Cadwallader. He frequently writes on
economic matters in the Press. However,
on this occasion he wrote to me. If I can-
not get an intelligent audience anywhere
else I will get one from my colleague im-
mediately on my left,

Mr. Rowberry: Hear, hear!

Mr. FLETCHER. The letter reads as fol-
lows:—
Money-Lending by Banks
An Asian money-lender who lends
a basket of rice to a humble farmer
at 20 per cent. interest has performed
a more commendable action than the
average banker In countries where
banking has been highly developed.
The Asian money-lender does lend
something tangible, something of
value that he cannot afford to lose.
Mareaver, bountiful nature has ar-
ranged for a single grain of rice to
stool out and grow ten stalks, each
stalk producing ten heads with ten
grains of rice in each. Nature has
actually provided for the payment of
interest, not usually injected into our
meodern economic system except in
small amounts, such as Savings Bank
Accounts and Fixed Deposits.
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The modern banker after inter-
viewing his customer and obtaining
very good security, will, with a well
filled fountain pen enter up in the
bank's ledger the amount agreed on.
and the interest to be paid.

The loan has actually cost the bank
nothing as it did not come out of any
of Lhe other customers’ accounts, nor
does the bank stand a chance of los-
ing anything as the execellent security
has more than covered the transac-
tion.

Surely, the Credit of the Nation he-
longs to the shareholders of the Nation
and not to the shareholders of a pri-
vate institution that has bheen allowed
to create and destroy the Nation's
money supplies.

Now I ask the Treasurer: Is that perti-
nent or is it not? I will read that para-
graph again—

Surely, the Credit of the Nation be-
longs to the shareholders of the
Nation and not to the shareholders
of a private institution that has been
allowed to create and destroy the
Nation's money supplies.

Mr. Brand: Who wrote that?

Mr. FLETCHER: Myr. Cadwallader.
Mr. Brand: Who is he?

Mr. Jamieson: An authority on finance,

Mr. FLETCHER: He is an authority on
banking and frequently corresponds with
intellizent people, including the member
for Fremantle. To continue guoting—

In “The Merchant of Venice” writ-
ten by Shakespeare nearly 400 years
ago, Antonio the merchant asks:—“Or
is your gold and siiver ewes and rams?”
In other words can money breed?
Capital, invested in necessities such
as food, clothing or shelter, could no
doubt draw other money to itself, and
this probably has given rise to the
expression, money begets money.

The only person in the community
privileged to create and destroy money
is your local banker, and he will take
very good care to enter it up as a
debt against his customer or even the
Nation.

On the figures entered up in his
ledger he has heen allowed to draw
a high rate of interest, high, in view
of the fact that the loan by the bank
actually cost nothing.

Apparently man's heritage is to be
irredeemable debt.

Let me interpolate here to say that figures
were quoted by the member for Subiaco
and the following figures I think will also
interest the Treasurer:—

With the volume of money in
Australia standing at just over
£4,000,000,000, we are expected to
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liguidate or pay interest on a National
Debt of more than £4,0600,000,000, and
Private and Municipal Debts of pos-
sibly £7,000,000,000.

If in Asian countries the children
are still strugeling to pay off the prin-
cipal borrowed for their parents’ wed-
ding, the same holds good in all coun-
tries where banking has been very
highly developed. National Debts are
never paid off. They are “converted”
after much advertising to a higher or
lower rate of interest.

The face value of our Note Issue Is
approximately £420.000.000, and of
Silver and Bronze Coinage, say
£50,000,000.

Our lLegal Tender then amounts to
about £470,000,000. If we value the
notes at 2s. 6d. a dozen to print, and
the silver and bronze coinage at
£50,000 when melted down and sold.
we can realise the hopeless position
we are in,

The next heading reads, “Comments on
‘Money-Lending by Banks'” and the
articte continues—

No fair minded or well informed
banker could find fault with the above
article as all statements made therein
can be substantiated,

Anybody with 8 mathematical brain
would have no hesitation in question-
ing any bank’s Annua! Balance Sheet,
as no effort has ever been made to
show how a banker assesses his profit
on created credit. Profit, normally
being the difference between cost price
and selling price with *“overheads”
added on.

Creation out of nothing does not
enter into the Balance Sheet of any
industrial concermn.

A man with a trained legal mind,
aware of the fact that banks buy gold
simply by making out a cheque for the
commodity, and by the same method
can gradually require all the capital
assets of the civilised world, must
realise that ours is not a Christian
Money System.

And what is more, the Bible is used
to bolster up that dishonest money
system, and with the help of the
“Sword of Damocles”, the overdraft,
as a reminder, that their customers
must not speak too loudly or too long,
are able to make a good profit out of
what is generally considered the most
colossal and lucrative fraud the world
has ever known. Surely a man’s heri-
tage need not be irredeemable debt.

Mr. Burt interjected.

Mr. Dunn: Who is Mr. Cadwallader?
Mr. Burt: Douglas Credit.
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Mr. FLETCHER: The member for
Murchison earlier interjected that my
comment related to Soviet policy simply
because I questioned private banks.

Mr. Burt: That is right.

Mr. FLETCHER: 1 do question them,
too, and I do not belong to that fraternity.
I question them because they are taking
off a disproportionate amount of this
State’s and this country’s economic cream
to the detriment of the community; and
the correspondence I just read illustrates
that very well, as does, I believe, my reply.
I replied to Mr. Cadwallader on the 15th
September, as follows:—

Dear Mr. Cadwaliader,

I thank you for your leafiet on the
subject of Banking—it is splendid in
simple explanation of a subject which
is usually deliberately clothed in
economic pariance or verbiage—imply-
ing, of course, that the “man in the
street” should not guestion the experts
on this subject.

The moadern day Banker has now
found an even more remunerative field
to exploit in Hire Purchase.

A person seeking g loan at a bank
at perhaps 6 per cent. is now referred
down a passage in the same building
or streei to ES.AND.A, or some other
banking subsidiary where he can ob-
tain the loan he has been refused by
the bank, for § per cent. or more.

Thanks again.

Best wishes,

Harry A. Fletcher, M.LL.A.,
Fremantie.

Members of this committee know that this
is s0. One can go te a bank; and although
the bank apologises very nicely and re-
grets that it cannot accommodate one, one
will then be shown down a passage to a
little innogcuous sign and instead of a loan
being obtained from the bank it is avail-
able from the subsidiary at a higher rate
of interest. Expensive loans on expensive
money make less money available to the
State; less money for the Premier to play
with, and less money for the public to
spend.

Mr. Dunn: Not a subsidiary, but a
separate business organisation.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am not addressing
my remarks to the member for Darling
Range; 1 am addressing them to our
Chairman and Ministers.

Mr. Dunn: Nationalisation of banking
should not have happy memories for you.

Mr. FLETCHER: That is entirely differ-
ent. The Commonwealth Bank does not
indulge in such a practice, and nor does
the Rural and Industries Bank. Those
banks are assets to this State and their
profit goes back to the people of the State,
and not to private shareholders. That is
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the theme of my comments this evening.
That was the purpose of the gquestion 1
asked the Premier recently in relation to
control. There is a strict control on the
price at which wages men and salaried
men are paid, but there is no control on
the lending of money by banks or the sale
of goods by private enterprise. There is
ne contrel at all.

Mr. Brand: I am told that even the
Soviet Union is doing away with some
controls.

Mr. FLETCHER: I will get bhack to
matters associated with my electorate,

Mr. Brand: That is good. The debate
has been a bit heavy for me.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not think il is
heavy. I think that if the Premier were
honest he would 2egree with what I have
said.

Mr. Brand: No; you can’t eatch me that
way.

Mr. FLETCHER: I know you will not
agree; it is politically expedient not to.
It is well known that one can get hetter
accommodation from the Commonwealth
Bank and the Rural and Industries Bank
than from a hire-purchase organisation.
Fringe banks do live on the community
at a high rate of interest. It is a higher
rate of interest than is charged by a
Government bank.

Mr. Brand; We are talking about two
different matters.

Mr. FLETCHER: However, back to the
Loan Estimates.

M. Rowberry:
some Interest.

Mr. Brand: He Is a member of your
party. If he cannot interest you, he can-
not interest us.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. A, Manning):
The member for Fremantle.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am not attempting
to entertain. I am putting forward a case
on behalf of this State and on behalf of
Fremantle.

You must be creating

Mr. Brand: I am listening.
Mr. FLETCHER: I c¢an be more con-
vineing.

Mr. Brand: Don’t spoil it!

Mr. FLETCHER: I will not provoke.
Item 3 on page 4 of the Loan Estimates
deals with "Fremantle-North Fremantle-
New River Bridge construction and assocl-
ated works including land resumption.”
Associated works would include dredging.,
and creating more foreshore. ©n behalf of
some of my Fremantle constituents I would
Jike to sov that slipways should be estab-
lished on the foreshore rather than in the
fishing boat harbour. I received a letter
on this matter and I ask the indulgence of
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the House so that I can put the case as it
has been very precisely presented to me.
The letter s from a family of boat build-
iers. and it is addressed to myself as fol-
OWS:—

We have heen running a family boat
building business at 31 Riverside Drive,
East Fremantle, for eight years, on a
site which is Crown Property.

This site while 1t has been suitable
for the building of boats has had a very
bad drawback in that, we have been
unable to erect a slipway in the river
to enable us to carry out complete
repairs to boats.

During the eight years we have built
some 40 boafs for the crayfishing in-
dustry. Due to the fact that there is
now to be no more licenses issued for
crayfishing boats, the actual boatbuild-
ing is going to be very limited. How-
ever, there will be adequate business
in the boat repair field, provided that
we can obtain a good lease or a free-
hold property.

I would point out, Mr. Chairman, that this
{s a photostat copy of a carbon copy of the
origingl letter, and as a consequence I am
having some difficulty in reading {t., To
continue—

The W.A. Government has for some
{ime, it is believed, been considering
suitable sites for the six boat bullders
who occupy similar position and leases
on Crown Land as we do. Tt has been
suggested that sites be made avajlable
in the new fishing harbour at South
Fremantle, but the position at present
indicated as boat butlders’ sites are
most  unsuitable for the following
1easons:

1. The breakwater does not give
any protection to the propesed site and
h}tlaavy seas continuaily pound on the
shore,

2. The water depth drops rapidiy
from the shore, and costly concrete
foundations and slipways would have to
be used. Could some action or decis-
ion be arrived at by the Government
at an early date as we have already
been informed that we have to move
from our present positions. While thls
state of uncertainty continues it is im-
rossible to make any future plans or
take steps to maintain or develop our
only means of livelihood,

The river foreshore is obviausly the
most suitable place for the building of
boatsheds and slipways, and there
appears to be large stretches of suitable
sites at North Fremantle just east of
the road bridge, and in East Fremantle
between the entrance to HMAS.
Leeuwin and the Army Wharf.

He goes on to give ficures of the area of
frontage required and which could become
available as a consequence of dredging
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which is {o take place in the area men-
tioned in connection with item 3 on pacge 4
of the Estimates. To continue from the
letter—

Qur requirements are for a 70 f$. to
100 ft. river frontage, with a depth in
the block of 150 ft. to 200 ft. It is
believed that recently the Government
assisted a steel ship building firm in
obteining a site In North Premantie.
This firm it 1s understood is now mov-
ing to Kwinana area. Is there any
chance of this land being reallocated
to the boat builders now being forced
to leave Riverside Road.

We feel that the delay in any final
decision on the allocation of land to
the boatbuilders on the river front is
causing unnecessary hardship and
holding the industry back from estab-
lishing an adequate and efficient repair
organisation for the fishing industry.
In view of the latest regulations on
hoat safety there is a definite shortage
of safe slipways and repair facilities.

I think the Premier will agree that I am
on safe ground there. I hope the two
builders will soon be on safe ground at
North Fremantle rather than in the fishing
boat harbour. Te continue the letter—

Could we please ask you Sir as The
Member for PFremantle in the State
Parliament to represent this case on
our behalf and that of the boatbuild-
ers at present victimised by this in-
decision.

Thanking you in anticipation of your
support,

We are,
Yours faithfully,
ANTE and MLADEN SAMBRAILO.

The case presented in my own words.
as Qistinet from theirs, illustrates that
there is a sieep decline into the wager
and there is a surge into the fishing boat
harbour through the moles. I have asked
that those moles bypass each other to
prevent the surge into the harbour, which
is causing inconvenience. However, if we
weait for that to be done then these men
who have been in the Industry, as they
said, for eight years and have built 40
boats, will be conslderably disadvantaged.
Not only that, but the local authority will
be disadvantaged because it has the build-
ings on it{s foreshore of the town of East
Fremantle.

I ask the Minister for Works to expedite
the bypassing of the moles. I have asked
questions of the Minister regarding this
matter and he has replied to them. I
shall not weary members by reading my
intelligent questions, and the Minister’s
replies to them; buf I have put forward
a case not only on behalf of the boat-
builders who are concerned but also on
behalf of the town of East FPremantle. I
shall not weary members by reading the
letter T wrote regarding this matter, butl
I sent a letter to the Town Clerk and a
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copy to the Chamber of Commerce faor
the simple reason that not only do I repre-
sent an area in which the much-maligned
waterzide workers live and work, but I
am also persona grata at meetings of the
Chamber of Commerce.

I sent a copy of the letter to the Cham-
ber of Commerce for g reason. 7This Gov-
ernment has assisted big overseas firms
to the extent of millions of pounds and
this was a case where the interests of a
small businesstnan were involved. There
was a brinciple in the case, It was a
family business which has been estab-
lished in this State for 40 years. The
family have worked as bhoat-builders for
that peried and I asked the Government,
by way of a question, whether it would
give financial assistance to this firm to
re-establish itself at no cost to the firm
concerned. I did that because it is nol
shifting of its own wvolition; it is being
shifted because of reclamation,

Mr. Brand: What firms have we assisted
to the extent of millions of pounds?

Mr. Tonkin: Hawker Siddeley.
Mr. FLETCHER: Yes.
Mr. Brand: Millions of pounds!

Mr. FLETCHER: I could quote another
instance when a channel was dredged for
a certain oil company at & cost, I believe,
in the vicinity of £6,000,000 so that big
ships could gain access to Cockburn Sound.
Soon after that I asked a question regard-
ing an aguarama and slipway being built
in the vicinity of the existing ones because
a constituent of mine, who prokcably would
not vate for me in any case, had £25,000
to spend,

Mr. Brand: They vote for you.

Mr. FLETCHER: He wantzd £1,500
worth of dredging done. I asked the
Minister for Works—not the present
Minister—to assist by allowing £1,500 worth
of dredging work to be done to help local
enterprise, but I was refused, and that
gentleman, who had £25,000 to spend, had
to do the work at his own exnense. I cite
that case as an example of the discrim-
ination which is shown in favour of big
overseas interests. As I mentioned,
millions of pounds’ worth of assistance
is given to big companies but £1,500
worth of assistance could not be given to
a local businessman, even though he had
money to spend in establishing himself.

To get back to the boat-building firm
1 was discussing, this is an opportunity
for the Government to redeem itself by
assisting a local enterprise. I sent a copy
of my letter to the Chamber of Commerce
fo show that I alsp represent business
interests in the Fremantle area.

Mr. Brand: Don't you consider the
decpening of the channel, or the con-
struction of a channel to he of importance
inasmuch as it enabled the refinery to he
brought here in the first place?
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Mr. FLETCHER: I am not denying that.

Mr. Brand: Then what are you talking
ahout?

Mr. FLETCHER.: All I am saying is that
it it is good enough to assist overseas
interests to the extent of millions of
pounds it is good encugh to assist local
businesses—and this matter affects the
Minister for Works, who has just re-
turned to the Chamber, because of the
tt::ue_sé:ions I have asked him in relation
o it.

Now that the Minister for Works is
back, I would point out that on page 6
of the Estimates there is an item for im-
provements to harbours and rivers, and
there js an increase in the estimated ex-
penditure for the year 1965-66 of £60,665.
It is possible, I hope, that some of that
money will be devoted to having the ends
of the fishing boat harbour bypass each
other to prevent the surge which I have
already mentioned. There is another
matter which affects the Minister for
Works and which I would like to discuss
before he again finds occasion to leave
the Chamber,

Mr. Brand: It is a pity to spoil a good
speech by being nasty now and again.

Mr. FLETCHER: I wrote to the Minister
for Woiks in regard to a certain matter,
and he replied to me on the 14th Sep-
tember, 1965, as follows:—

On the %th September you wrote to
me regarding the access road to North
Wharf and Port Beach. I have been
advised by the Commissioner of Main
Roads that it is proposed that con-
struction of John Street will probably
commence in March of next year.

Because of the necessity for certain
resumptions and for the completion of
the planning of this area, it is most
unlikely that it wil} be possible for
the Main Roads to commence work
prior to that time.

The Minister might wonder why I am
intruding into his territory, but it is also
part of the area covered by the Fremantle
City Council.

Mr. Ross Hutehinson: You are entitled
to do that.

Mr. FLETCHER: The Fremantle City
Council is also very interesied in this
matter, and that is why the member for
Fremantle made approaches to the Minister
about it. They were also made on be-
half of my constifuents, who are dis-
advantaged in their endeavours to gain
access to Port Beach and Leighton. ‘The
Fremantle City Council has an interest in
the matter because Port Beach and Leigh-
ton are the most convenient beaches for
the citizens of Fremantle.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You might stand
for the seat of Cottesloe one day.

Mr. FLETCHER: I could think of a
suitable answer {o that, but I am not
being provocative tonight. The situation
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in regard to access to these two beaches is
becoming progressively worse, particularly
in the summertime, when people in cars
are endeavouring to get to and from Port
Beach and Leighton; and until such time
as the works I have mentioned to the Min-
ister are expedited inconvenience will be
caused to the community,

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Would you say
that the houses in which people live
should ke resumed immediately? You
want the work done maore quickly, don't
you?

Mr. FLETCHER: Exactly; and so does
the council.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: S¢ do we, and
so0 does the department. However, you
can’'t wave a magic wand and get the
thing done immedialely; and resumptions
are involved there also,

Mr, FLETCHER: While the Minister is
on the question of resumptions, let me say
that, when I did represent that area, people
who had retired, or were near retiring age,
some of whom had a total equily in their
homes, were turfed out of these homes and
were paid only £1,300 or £1,400. They were
then forced to acaquire other homes at
higher prices which meant they had debts
around their necks.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But that is what
you are asking for now.

Mr. FLETCHER: I held meetings and
wrote o the Government in an endeavour
to get for these people a resumption price
equal to the reptacement value of fthose
homes; but the Government would not
agree to it. It became niggardly and
bhargained with these people and tried to
obtain residential property, particularly,
at a very low figure.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Hawke Gov-
ernment would never give replacement
value,

Mr. FLETCHER: I have guoted a case
in this Chamber before where the then
Minister for Works, now the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, who is now sitting
right opposite the present Minister for
Works, on one occasion to my knowledge,
before I became a member, agreed te pro-
vide a brand-new house for a man with
whom I was working. This man had built
a brand-new house and after it was built
it was found to be in the way of electricity
development. A brand-new house, on
identical lines, was built for him, and even
shrubs were planted around the new hguse,
It was done by the then Minister for
Works who was also Minister for Elec-
tricity. That person shifted into the new
house and the other one was demolished.

Mr. Ross Huichinson: When you become
Minister you will be doing that.

Mr. FLETCHER: 1 merely cited that as
an example in answer to the argument of
the Minister that the Hawke Government
did not give replacement value, which is
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distinct from the treatment which has
been received by the people in the North
Fremantle district. However, I do not want
to argue with the Minister. I merely want
him to give early considerafion to the
people in Fremantle—earlier than the time
he announced in his correspondence.

I also asked some questions on single-
unit accommodation, I could read those
questions to the House and quote the de-
tails, but I can see the Premier shaking
his head as much as to say, “Sit down and
be quiet!”

Mr. Brand: I never said anything of
the kind. I was just waiting for you to
finish so that I could leave the Chamber.

Mr. FLETCHER: When I raised the sub-
ject of single-unit accommodation in the
Fremantle area the Minister, in reply to
my question, said that there are only about
91 applications on the files. Of course
there is, because I told those unfortunate
people, who are in a long queue waiting
for single unit accommeodation, that it is
hopeless applying because there is only a
block of such units at South Perth and
at Swanbourne, which I think is in the
Minister’s electorate or just outside it. I
bhelieve there is also one now coming into
existence at Carlisle.

A black of such units is wrgently needed
in Fremantle,. The Minister did say that
Fremantle would get consideration, and I
hope that that consideration wiil be given
in the next financial year. Because of all
the nice people who reside there, and be-
cause of the favourable climatic conditions
there, many reople retired to the Fre-
mantle district.

Mr. Rowberry: It has a salubrious cli-
mate,

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes; that sums it up.
In short, il is sufficiently pleasant to at-
tract many old people to it, but this ag-
gravates the vosition of many of the
pioneecrs who already reside there which
has already heen made difficult by the
present development in the locality which
is mainly attributable o the PFremantle
City Council and not necessarily to this
Government.

Mr, Brand: Not necessarily.

Mr. FLETCHER: I said that the pres-
ent development was attributable princi-
pally to the Fremantie City Couneil; and,
as a result, many of the old residences are
being demolished which, of course, means
that those who were residing in them are
forced to seek alternative accommodation.
Many of those affected are pioneers or the
descendants of the pioneers of this State,
and they are deserving of better treat-
ment than that which they are receiving
from this Government.

Mr. Brand: We are always faced with
the problem of whether to provide houses
for young people with families or to meet
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the problem of providing single-unit
accommodation. 1 agree that there is a
great requirement for single-unit accom-
modation at the moment and we have
sympathy for those people who are aifected,
but if there are insufficient funds—anagd this
problem is State-wide—there is certainlty
a problem for young pecple with families
which we have to meet with the funds
available,

Mr. FLETCHER: Earlier this evening I
read to the House some correspondence
which the Premier thought was funny to
show that there would be more money
available for single-unit accommeodation
and other purposes if the money al-
located to this State was devoted to
more worth-while purposes. This in-
formation was contained in a very
enlightening pamphlet which was sent to
me and i{ showed quite clearly that there
would be more money for housing, public
works, and other underiakings if some
peaple and institutions were not re-
ceiving a  disproportionate share of
the money available. At that time
I pointed out the desperate need for
single-unit accommodation in the Fre-
mantle area.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What do you
think of the work being done on the Fre-
mantle Hospital? .

Mr. FLETCHER: I am extremely pleased
with it. The Minister has raised a sub-
ject in which I am very interested, and 1
take this apportunity of saying to him that
I am pleased with the acquisition of the
day hospital. However, that is only
touching the fringe of all that is required.

I wrote an article on the subject of
geriatrics some time ago which I read
to this House. It is recorded in Hansard
and I will not bother the House by reading
it again. I also sent a copy of it to The
West Australian early this year, but that
newspaper did not publish it, despite the
fact that it was very pertinent in view
of the medical congress which was held
in this State only recently and which
raised the subject of geriatrics.

I was questioning the need for the estab-
lishment of al! these expensive hospitals
when there existed in practically every

street of the metropolitan area and
in the ecountry trained nurses who
are not at present practising but

who could make their services avail-
able under the supervision of the local gen-
eral medical practitioner for the purpose
of caring for aged people in their own
homes rather than having to create a
sitvation where aged people are occupying
beds in Government and private hospitals
to the detriment of those who may
urgently need a bed for surgery or be-
cause they are suffering from some seri-
ous iiness.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Silver Chain
and Meals-on-Wheels do that work.
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M}-. PFLETCHER: I agree; but the Silver
Cham_nursing service can only touch on
the fringe of the existing needs of aged
pecple. Because of the rapid advances
that are being made in medicine people
now have a longer life expectancy. Anti-
biotics and other drugs have made it pos-
sible for apged people to recover fairly
rapidly from various illnesses. which en-
ables them to live longer. Consequently,
there is a greater demand for creating ways
and means to enable aged people to be
cared for in their own homes rather than
in institutions.

On page 12 of the Details of the Esti-
mates of Expenditure from the General
Loan Fund, under item No. 55, I notice
that the estimate for loans and grants to
local authorities and other public bhodies
for this flnancial year is £375,000, and
ameng them I notice that infant welfare
centres, social centres for the aged, and
homes for the aged are mentioned. I have
referred to this particular item as an ex-
cuse for reading the following correspond-
ence from the Fremantle Day Nursery
(Inc.). This letter. which is addressed to
me, reads as follows:—

20th September, 1965.
Dear Sir,

Knowing that you are aware of
and keenly interested in the establish-
ment of Day Nursery facilities in Fre-
mantle, we have taken the liberty of
asking you to actively assist this pro-
ject by introducing a deputation of
members to the Chief Secretary.

I understand that the portfolio of Chief
Secretary is no longer in the hands of the
Minister for Works, but has since been
transferred to the Minister for Police.
Continuing—

We realise that your parliamentary
commitments lmit the time that you
will be able to make available for us,
so Dlease arrange the appointment to
suit your convenience.

This is the important part of this letter—

It is our wish to present to the
Government an appeal for financial
assistance to complete and conduct
nursery premises in Fremantle. This
urgently needed facility will provide
the means whereby widows, deserted
wives and others in financial difli-
culty, can leave their children in ex-
pert hands and go to an employment
which will augment their finances
and enable them and their families to
enjoy a decent living standard.

I urge you Sir to give your kindest
consideration to this request.

The day nursery that is being estab-
lished in Fremantle T am hoping will be
a model and the forerunner of many
such institutions to be established through-
out the State for reasons on which I will
presently elaborate. The Fremantle City
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Council has made £15,000 available, and
£2,000 has been made available from
another source. The council has also
made a grant of a block of land for the
establishment of the building, but we need
many more thousands of pounds before we
can establish a day nursery in the Fre-
mantle district.

The Minister might question the pur-
pose of a day nursery, but I ask the
Committee and the Minister to envisage &
situation where a working man with per-
haps three children is faced with the
position of his wife having o go to
hospital, either for a confinement, or as
a consequence of illness, Her husband is
then faced with the prospect of losing
time at work by staying at home and look-
ing after his children in the absence of his
wile. If a day nursery were established,
however, he could take the children to that
nursery on his way to work and pick them
up on his way back home after work, This
would mean that there would be no
economic loss to the home, apart from
which the children would receive expert
care and attention.

I think the House will agree that day
nurseries are necessary if only for that
reason. There are, however, other reasons
which would justify their establishment.
For instance, & mother could he atiending
Fremantle Hospital and have two or three
hours to wait. During this time she ecould
leave her children at the day nursery; as
she could if she were going into Perth for
some reason or another.

There is also the question of deserted
wives and others in financial difficulties
who, of necessity, must go out to work,
and who would find it necessary to leave
their children at suech a nursery while
they themselves were working. They could
do this in the knowledge that the children
would be well looked after under expert
care and supervision. I would commend
this to the Minister for Works in the
absence of the Premier,

Since the Minister for Education is back
in the House I would like to congratulate
his department. I would ask for the
Minister's attention in this matter. I was
saying that the Minijster's department was
the only department which on one occa-
sion extended me {he courtesy of writing
to me as a consequence of something I
had said on an occasion lik2 this. I have
had correspondence from the Minister for
Transport on another matter, ond he was
most obliging. But I am now speaking of
occasions like this, when w= rise to speak
on estimates covering our electorates very
closely. The department of the Minister
for Education wrote to me saying that
one of his officers had noticed that 1
had raised a certain issue, and that every
effort would be made to rectify the matter.
1 ask other Ministers to emulate the action
of the Minister for Education rather than
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let me fulminate here on matters which
touch my electorate so closely without
anything being done about them.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think you are
showing favouritism.

Mr, FLETCHER: Seeing that I am
patting the Minister for Education on the
back, I must also add that the Minister
came down to see the White Gum Valley
School some two years ago and told me that
certain additions would be made. I have
great pleasure in advising members that
this is now belng done. The Minister was
born in that area and perhaps that is the
reasgn for his taking such an active inter-
est in it—an interest which other Ministers
could well emulate.

Mr. Lewis: 1 hope you will lend your
support next Saturday.

Mr. FLETCHER: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is quite capable of doing
that as an East Fremantle Club member.
There are other matters in connection with
Fremantle which I could raise, but I will
leave those until the Annual Estimates are
considered, because then I will he able to
deal with them in greater detail.

MR, HALL {Albany) [955 pm.l: I
would like to draw the attention of mem-
bers to what I consider to be a most unfair
set of Loan Estimates., They show a com-
plete disregard and lack of thought—and
this has been mny experience with all Gov-
ernments—particularly when one considers
the vast expansion that 1s taking place in
the southern portion of the State, and
particularly in the Albany electorate with
its vast hinterland.

When I view the estimates in connection
with harbour expansion for 1964-65 I find
that an amount of £1,112 was made avail-
able for the Albany Harbour works. This
year there is no figure mentioned at all;
it is a complete blank; it is completely
obliterated from the estimates.

In 1964-65 an amount of £13,260 was set
aside for the Bunbury Harbour, whereas
this year £147,000 is provided. For the
Busselton Harbour £15,338 was provided in
1964-65, whereas this year £2,500 1s pro-
vided. But Busselton is at least mention-
ed. I find that £64,247 was provided for
the Esnerance Harbour works in 1964-65
but this year the amount has gone up to
£344 500.

Mr. Evans: 1t is a very progressive area.

Mr. HALL: That may be s0. I do not
know exactly what will be spent at Gerald-
ton, but I can imagine that by the fime
£1,000,000 is spent we will neced another
£5,000,000 or £10.000,000 to make any sort
of a harbour at all. It will probably be
necessary to use atomic blasts. We find
that In 1964-65 the large amount of £500
was spent on the Albany Harbour,

Without going into the comparable costs
of the respective harbours, let us consider
the facts as they appear. As members
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know, the population in the Albany area
today Is a little over 14,000, The amount
of shipping that has entered the harbour
has greatly increased. In 1964-65, 158
ships entered the harbour, while in the
previous year 149 ships entered. Then
again in 1962-63, 138 ships used the har-
bour, while in 1960-81 it was used by 133
ships. So it can be seen that the harbour
is being used by progressively more ships
with larger tonnages.

There was a slight fall in grain produc-
tion which could have been responsible for
the falling off of the grain to be shipped
this year. So great is the expansion in the
area and so high is the cereal production
that £100,000-worth of trucks have been
purchased to carry the extra grain.

Nobody can deny that the north needs
developing, Of course it does. We all
know it contains large quantities of min-
erals, but this is an extractive industry,
and will finally result in nothing but a
Japanese quarry. Irrespective of how
much we sell in the way of minerals we
are still left with only a hole in the ground.
It is little more than a Japanese quarry.
On the other hand we can always rely on
primary production. It is there all the
time and it will continue to produce and
reproduce, There is no doubt that it Is
primary production which will carry the
State for many years.

If we were to undertake some research
we would find that any money which has
been expended in Albany has been well
spent, because no mainienance or dredging
is required. We could make a comparison
with the costs which are applicable to
Bunbury Harbour, because both Albany
and Bunbury are on a similar population
basis.

Let me point out what has been done
this year. From the financial statements
and the schedule to the returns of the
Albany Harhour Board, we find that the
loan capital in 1960-61 was £1,741,288; in
1961-62 it was £1,824,035; in 1962-83 it
was £1,818,888; in 1963-64 it was £1,809,512;
and in 1964-65 it was £1,799,211.

I now make a comparison of the ton-
nages which are shipped through the two
ports. We should disregard the mineral
sands which are shipped through Bun-
bury, and which represent the highest
tonnage unit. I repeat the highest ton-
nage unit of shipment. Yet in the Albany
arez there are acres of mineral sands
lyinz in a state of dormancy, and I shall
qucte the figures to indicate the area and
the acreages. We find the Americans
coming to this State and sesking to extract
the mineral sands in order to capture
further markets for this commodity, This
is certainly an extractive industry, but why
shoulé not all the mineral sands deposits
be utilised? Why is the =hipment of
mineral sands not made through the poit
of Albany? I have taken this matter up
with the American Consul in an endeavour
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to have it recognised, so that zircon and
rutile ecan be extracted, because these
materiels are in keen demand for the
manufacture of rockets, Why has the
Government attended to the extraction of
mineral sands only in the south-west
portion cf the State, when it can be done
very lucratively in the southern portion of
the State? I am making reference to these
matters to indicate that the tonnages of
shipment going through the port of Bun-
bury are largely made up of mineral sands.

Anotuer aspect of the tonnages which
are shipped through Bunbury is that rail-
way sleepers, milled and manufactured in
the Albany area. are sent to Bunbury to be
shipped. About 500 tons a day are taken
to the railhead at Albany—which is only
150 yards from the wharves—and railed
through to Bunbury for shipment. The
economics are not just or equitable.

If we were to take into account
maintenance and upkeep costs for
port of Bunbury, and subsidies for the
rail freights, we could ship through the
port of Albany at a much cheaper rate,
becouse in Bunbury there is a continual
need for maintenance and dredging of
the harbour. In these days we are con-
tinually advocating the reduction of
freights and shipping charges, yet we keep
pouring money, for dredging and main-
tenance, down the drain year after year.
The costs of dredging at Bunbury are
colossal.

In this year's estimates nothint is
allocated to Albany Harbour for this
purpose, but a sum of £10,600 has been
sllocated for dredging what is merely an
estuary which only holds a few crabs and
a few fishing boats! A sum of £10,000 is
required for that purpose, without taking
into account the money needed for har-
bour development and the building of the
second and third berths. There is a con-
stant drain on the State’s finances for
dredging and maintenance, and nothing
has been paid off in sinking fund and
depreciation. On the other hand the
Albany Harbour Board has progressively
reduced its interest and depreciation fund.
These facts cannot be refuted.

There is also another aspect of this
matter: When Mr. Tydeman retired as
Manager of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
he soid that more berths and more space
were required in Fremantle Harbour. Why
should the Government continue to persist
in congesting this and other ports, when
ports in other parts of the State—such
as Esperance and Albany—can be utilised
for shipping with great advantage to the
economy of the State? I think something
is due to Esperance for development of the
harbour, because it will come into its own
eventually. Already the grains grown in
the surrounding areas are being shipped
through that port. Esperance is entitled
to reap its just reward from the produc-
tion in that zone.

the
the

[ASSEMBLY.]

I have quoted the figures relating to the
Albany Harbour Board for the years since
1960-61, and as a comparison I now reter
to the fizures of loan capital for the Bun-
bury Harbour Board for the same periods.
In 1960-61 the loan capital was £1,954,964:
in 1961-62 it was £2,298,785; in 1962-63 it
was £2,631,118; in 1963-64 it was £2,971,402:
and in 1964-65 it was £3,097,650, It will also
he noticed that that board borrowed
£100,000 in 1964-65 and used £50,000 of
it to pay something off the colossal amount
of interest that was owing. It will be
seen that depreciation and interest pay-
ments are not being met.

Compared with the treatment given to
Bunbury the treatment of Albany is dis-
graceful. No consideration is given to a
port which is contributing to the economy
of the State, and serving a vast area. In
the Albany area the population is increas-
ing, capital is being attracted from the
Eastern States, and conditional purchase
land is taken up readily. All this develop-
ment is going on with no matching de-
velopment being undertaken in the port.
It is imperative in these days for a har-
bour to possess the facilities for the fast
turn-round of ships. The faster the turn-
round the greater ijs the attraction of the
harbour to ships.

I cannot emphasise too much the fact
that an area such as Albany, which is
developing so much, warrants hetter treat-
ment. No matter what we think about
the glamour of the northern part of the
State and the exiraction of iron ore which
is being undertaken there, we cannpt dis-
regard the development around Albany.
After all, extraction of minerals results
eventually in holes in the ground, and they
represent nothing else hut Japanese quar-
ries.

One can take any minipg town in this
State, in the Commonwealth, or in other
aarts of the world, and it will be found
that it finishes up in the same position.
Today, in the mining town of Collie, the
companies do not want deep mining, and
Kalgoorlie is not as lucrative as it used
to be. AJl these mining towns have a
Iimited period of life, but the primary
industry—which is the backbone of Aus-
tralia, and particularly Western Australia
—remains with us permanently through
production from the soil.

Recently I asked a guestion of the Pre-
mier concerning the establishment of a
naval base in Western Australia. In his
reply he indicated that one could not
be established as far away as Albany, be-
cause of a lack of an industrial complex.
Let me remind members that an enemy
would be looking to the destruction of
industrial complexes, and a nearby naval
base would be endangered. It has been
said that the whaie of Australia could be
destroyed with three nuclear bombs. The
industrial complex in the Cockburn area
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would induce an enemy to destroy it, and
the establishment of a naval base there
would be of no advantage.

Let me refer to an incident which occur-
red in the last six months. Overnight the
Russian whaling fleet was discovered at
the door of Albany Harbour. It was going
through the whaling or the whaling stock,
as we call it, causing disruption and dis-
turbance; but unbeknown to all, it was
taking soundinzs and photographs, and
collecting all the data it could possibly
compile along the coastline of Western
Australia right around to Bunbury. The
chap who went put to look at this overall
picture also reported three or four weeks
before this to the effect that he had
sighted submarines. This has also been
mentioned in the Eastern States and an
attempt was made to ridicule it.

This particular lad flew over and buzzed
the particular whaling fleet, so obtaining
a complete bird's eye view or observation
of what it was trying to do. The policy
would be to cause a disturbance to the in-
dustry, which is i#ts practice, but that was
net the real purpose. I would say there
is nothing to prevent these people at any
time in the future attacking from that
direction, and we would know nothing of
it.  An entrance through the southern
pateway or southern portion of Waestern
Australia would cut off the lifeline of the
north-west. Make no mistake about that.
These tactics can be applied.

I strike a note of warning now that
they are not only there fo disrupt. the
whaling, but are there to obtain mforma-
tion. They laid up in Frenchman’'s Bay
for three hours on the pretext that they
had a sick man ashore, but the whaling
boys said they saw them taking photo-
graphs, compiling data, and generaliy get-
ting the information they required. They
were glso found in the northern portion
of Australia; and if the black hordes came
through the north and the Russians
through the south, they could starve the
north out tomorrow as the primary in-
dustries in the southern portion of the
State would be cut off. There is no doubt
about that at all. The member for War-
ren treats that with some econtemnt.

Mr. Rowberry: No.

Mr. HALL: If we do not establish this
naval base and segregate it from industrial
complexes we will have an inextricable
mess. It is no good saying that Albany
is top far way; nothing is too far away.
The southern portion of the State is the
lifeline of this State, including the north.
The north exists on the southern portion
of Western Australia, Without food and
supplies the north c¢ould not exist; so 1
ask the Premier to give more thought to
the matter and not just turn it down be-
cause it will be away from the industrial
complexes.
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I made reference a while ago to ilmenite
sands. I would like to quote an extract
obtained from the Mines Department to
give some idea of the density of the sands.
1 refer to Cheyne Beach and other areas
where, {0 the best of my knowledge, a
spade has never been turned. Recently I
contacted Laporte and that firm is frying
to do something; but what, I do not know.
It may wisn to shift the sands from
Albany to Bunbury.

Mr. Williams: That would be a good
idea.

Mr. HALL: I hope they get the bright
idea and establish another industry in
Bunbury—I mean Albany. I agree with
the member for Bunbury that this firm
does not get the right treatment, because
& lot of the goods for that firm come
through the port of Premantle and are
road freighted down and commodity
freighted back. That is an injustice to
the zone and the port, because it takes
away from the zone the equity to which it
is entitled.

Let me get back to the holdings in the
areas 1 previously referred to. I would
remind the Committee that as far as I
know not one spade has been turned in
the soil. Perhaps a spade may have been
turned, but that is about all. The sands
have never heen segregated. The first one
is at William Bay, 264 acres; Cheyne Bay,
300 acres; Hassell Beach, 300 acres; Lease
143/63, 300 acres; Lease 144/63, 300 acres;
Lease 145/63, 300 acres; Lease 526/56, 300
acres. Then there is a small lot. I will
not quote them all, but some of them con-
tain 292 acres, 172 acres, seven of 24 acres,
and others 300 acres. At Mt. Many Peaks
there is 1,500 sgquare miles. Those areas
show just what the density of these sands
are.

When one approaches the Mines Depart-
ment it does not seem to have the com-
plete data which I think it should have.
Nevertheless, research has been carried out
in many instances by the firms concerned;
and, I repeat, those firms are entitled to
keep their information to themselves.

In regard to further harbour develop-
ment I think we should look at the future
expansion of Albany with a view to its
modern development, apart from the estab-
lishment of a third berth and the early
completion of Foreshore Road, which is
estimated to cost £220,000. The engineer
has put up to the department the route for
this road and I believe some consideration
is being given to it. However, every day
or every vear that we delay, a considerable
financial burden is being placed on the
Albany Harbour Board. This is because
the financial position is changing every
day. We are now considering the Loan
Estimates and we find that everything has
gone up. This development is like the
balloon; it is still up in the air. If some-
thing is not done socon the repercussions
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will be that considerable extra costs will
have to be met to develop Albany Har-
bour by the provision of such modern
equipment as eranes, and so on, and this
will be to the disadvantaze of the Albany
Harbour Board.

The Government does not grasp this, be-
cause the north-west is taking the great-
est proportion of the finance available for
harkcur development. If there is any more
delar it will cost three times what it would
have cost in 1962-63. This is something
whicih: cannot be refuted.

The other point I would like to stress
to the Treasurer is in regard to the south-
ern portion of the harbour. I believe Mr.
Tydeman had in mind the reclamation of
the shallows in order to bring through a
second channel for the purpose of estab-
lishing an airstrip on the southern side of
the harbour under the lee, which would
give protection and would allow for air
transport to be co-ordinated with road and
rail transport. ‘This co-ordination of
transport is something which will have to
be tackled, as we must reduce shipping,
road, and rail costs.

A second entrance to the harbour would
give a faster turn-round of shipping; and
with the advent of a naval base, which I
think would be in Frenchman’s Bay, where
the depth of water is satisfactory, where
there is sufficient land, and where there is
an abundance of fresh water—

Mr. Gayfer: Even if you put an air-
strip across?

Mr. HALL: No; the airstrip is on the
lee side of the harbour, while the entrance
is through Frenchman’s Bay, which was
used by the British Fleet.

The Americans investigated Oyster Har-
bour as a submarine base also because of
the shaliows where submarines could be
taken up and serviced. Therefore there
Is no need to bring that in because it has
been investigated. They came down to
Albany during the last War for protection
when they could not be accommodated in
any other part of Western Australia.
Therefore the initial step has been taken
to establish 2 naval base.

The surveys should also take in the
widening of the existing channel. That
would probably be a further movement or,
perhaps, the first movement, and would
allow two boats to enter instead of the
present onhe. The reclamation on the
north side should be carried out forthwith.
We had the spectacle of Mr. Davison, the
great industrialist who came here looking
for cheap industrial land, What cheaper
land is there than reclaimed land? If
that land were reclaimed alongside the
railway it would be very convenient because
there is rail and road access and water is
available. I could think of no betier site
than that. If members studied the ports
of London they would find that that is the
sifuation there. Time 1is saved in the
handiling of cargoes.

[ASEEMBLY.]

The reclamation would alsg help in con-
nection with the railway yards. Congest-
ion has already occurred in the last three
grain seasons. There has heen a complete
conglomeration and congestion of the rail
traffic. The marshalling yards must be
extended. I have asked the Minister for
Railways questions about this matter and
he said that consideration has been given
to it; but there has been no movement.

Mr. Gayfer interjected.

Mr. HALL: That is a section on the
other side, I agree that a certain per-
centage of grain will go through Esperance.
I mentioned that in the earlier part of my
speech. Consider the land near the Stirl-
ing area. I do not see any falling off of
grain. Esperance is entitled to the develop-
ment there. I agree with fthat.

Let us get back to the marshalling yards,
where there is congestion. When we get
over that problem we must then think of
the resiting of the railway station in keep-
ing with modern times and development. I
have raised this matter before and I think
the Minister for Railways has some plan;
but unfortunately he is lost in the north-
west. We cannot see him in the southern
portion of the State. I knhow he is very
efficient and capable; but he is spending
a lot of time up there, perhaps because he
feels he will get his peanuts and finance
there.

I would agree with the extractive indus-
tries—or the Japanese quarries as they are
called—if they adopted the principle sug-
gested by the Leader of the Opposition,
If we exported a fair amount until we
received a sufficient return to set up our
own industries and ereate our own employ-
ment, then I think we could afford to dig
holes in the ground. We would be creating
our own steel and iron industries or what-
ever else is associated with that develop-
ment and entice people into the State to
earn revenue.

But what are we doing today in the
extractive industries? When we send the
iron ore out of the country we are sending
employment to other countries. That can-
not be denied. The product is coming
back in the form of motorcars and this
also is creating another formn of unem-
ployment. This cannot be denied. We
are exporting employment.

Anpther subject on which I would like
to touch is decentralisation. We hear so
much about this, but probably decentralis-
ation is not the proper word to use. On
the 7th September, I asked the Minister
for Industrial Development the following
question:—

Has the Government any determined
plan to assist in the matter of decen-
tralisation of industries to provinelal
and country towns and northern
development, other than export of iron
ore; and, if so, what are the details of
the proposed plan?
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The Minister replied in part—

Decentralisation is a policy of the
Government and the most widespread
decentralised development in the
State's history is currently being
undertaken.

Industry cannot be directed to par-
Hcular towns and regions but every
opportunity 1s taken to encourage
decentralised industry having regard
for local needs, raw materials, and
other appropriate factors.

Thai is the most ridiculous thing I have
ever heard! Mention 1s made of raw
materials; yet, despite the fact that not an
ounce of wool is produced in Fremantle,
five scouring works exist in the area.
Would it not be better to have scouring
works in close proximity to the agricultural
areas where the sheep population is in-
creasing? A small percentage of another
type of wool could be brought in to make
the blend and the woo! could be scoured
near the agricultural areas.

The establishment of such enterprises
in the country would have many advan-
tages, including stability of employment
with a consequent lack of necessity to
change personnel, and@ the retention of
skilled workers in the industry. In the
city, of course, opportunities for employ-
ment are greater, and because of the
diversity of industries, men shift from job
to job.

Consider the position of the woollen
mill. We have seen it go through bad
patches because of imports and certain
trends in the textile trades; but today that
mill competes with something like 40-odd
mills in the Eastern States; and although
it has had a slight recession, so has every
other mill in the Eastern States and In
the world. Today we find that it is on
the up and up. It is advertising for adult
males for the first time I can remember,
and the balance sheet is on the mend.
There are 1,300 miles hetween Albany and
Melbourne, but the mill is able to compete
an a comparable basis on the Eastern
States markets and has a fair percentage
of the Western Australian market. 1 com-
mend the Premier for placing orders for
State reguirements with that mill, The
actinn is worthy of commendation, and it
is iery sensible to stimulate our own
economy.

T.ie other point I would make on decen-
tralisation is that there is congestion of
the populace in the metropolitan area. I
do not think the Government really likes
it; kut it is a trend; and we must do some-
thing to establish industries in country
centres which will create other smaller
industries in those centres and in nearby
aress. For instance, I visualise industrial
development in Albany leading to the
establishment of subsidiary enterprises
there and in Mt. Barker, Denmark, and
Gnowangerup. With the natural harbour
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and port of Albany to serve them those
places would have an equity in their own
areas; and I can see that happening too.

For the first time, in 1965, we find we
will have five wool sales. Our price this
time topped the poll as they say. That
is & good thing for that portion of the
State. It puts us in a better category.
The people there get their prices and
buyers are attending the sales. The sheep
population has increased greatly—I would
say by more than a third. I do not need
to emphasise again how economically im-
portant this primary industry is to this
portion of the State and the State as a
whole.

That could never be denied, and that is
why the people from the southern part of
the State are entitled to get equity from
their zone. The Premier has dealt with
this matter and I know he wants all the
money from the southern portion of the
State to develop harbours. I know the
member for Geraldton is anxious about
this also. I would say the fault is with
the Government because of its failure to
recognise the need for a harbour in the
southern portion of the State. This fault
will echo through the corridors of time,
and will re-echo as & mistake which occur-
red in the 1965 Budget. It will not be
denied and it will re-echo.

1 have nothing more to say this evening.
I will speak again on the general Estimates
and I hope the Premler has listened to
sound reasoning and will see the common-
sense of putting some money into & worthy
port in the southern portion of the State.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by Mr. Rowberry.

House adjourned af 10.32 p.m.

Lenialative Counril

Thursday, the Tth October, 1965

CONTENTS
Page
BILLS—

Agricultural Products Act Amendment
Bil—2r, ... . 1284
Audit Act Amendment Bill—3r. ... 1282

Builders' Registratlon Act Amendment
Bill—38r. ... ... 1282
Cattle Industry Compensation Bill—2r. ... 1282

Dental Hygienists Registration Bill—

Intro. ; 1r. e 1282

Factorfes and Shops Aet Amendment
Receipt ; 1r. ... 1284
Fruit Cases Act Amendment Bill—2r. 1385



